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EPISTLE: Rom 15:1-7  
 

Brethren: We who are strong ought to bear with 

the scruples of the weak, and not to please 

ourselves. Let each of us please his neighbor for 

his good, leading to edification. For even Christ 

did not please Himself; but as it is written, “The 

reproaches of those who reproached You fell on 

Me.” For whatever things were written before 

were written for our learning, that we through 

the patience and comfort of the Scriptures 

might have hope. Now may the God of patience 

and comfort grant you to be like-minded toward 

one another, according to Christ Jesus, that you 

may with one mind and one mouth glorify the 

God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Therefore receive one another, just as Christ 

also received us, to the glory of God. 

EPISTLE: Hebrews 13:7-16 
 

Brethren: Remember those who rule over you, who have spoken the word of God to you, whose faith 

follow, considering the outcome of their conduct. Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever. 

Do not be carried about with various and strange doctrines. For it is good that the heart be established 
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by grace, not with foods which have not profited those who have been occupied with them. We have an 

altar from which those who serve the tabernacle have no right to eat. For the bodies of those animals, 

whose blood is brought into the sanctuary by the high priest for sin, are burned outside the camp. 

Therefore, Jesus also, that He might sanctify the people with His own blood, suffered outside the gate. 

Therefore, let us go forth to Him, outside the camp, bearing His reproach. For here we have no 

continuing city, but we seek the one to come. Therefore, by Him let us continually offer the sacrifice of 

praise to God, that is, the fruit of our lips, giving thanks to His name. But do not forget to do good and 

to share, for with such sacrifices God is well pleased. 

GOSPEL: Mt 9:27-35  

At that time, When Jesus departed from there, two blind men followed Him, crying out and saying, 

“Son of David, have mercy on us!” And when He had come into the house, the blind men came to Him. 

And Jesus said to them, “Do you believe that I am able to do this?” They said to Him, “Yes, Lord.” Then 

He touched their eyes, saying, “According to your faith let it be to you.” And their eyes were opened. 

And Jesus sternly warned them, saying, “See that no one knows it.” But when they had departed, they 

spread the news about Him in all that country. As they went out, behold, they brought to Him a man, 

mute and demon-possessed. And when the demon was cast out, the mute spoke. And the multitudes 

marveled, saying, “It was never seen like this in Israel!” But the Pharisees said, “He casts out demons 

by the ruler of the demons.” Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their 

synagogues, preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness and every disease among 

the people. 

GOSPEL: Jn 17:1-13  
 

Jesus spoke these words, lifted up His eyes to heaven, and said: “Father, the hour has come. Glorify 

Your Son, that Your Son also may glorify You, as You have given Him authority over all flesh, that He 

should give eternal life to as many as You have given Him. And this is eternal life, that they may know 

You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent. I have glorified You on the earth. I have 

finished the work which You have given Me to do. And now, O Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, 

with the glory which I had with You before the world was. I have manifested Your name to the men 

whom You have given Me out of the world. They were Yours, You gave them to Me, and they have kept 

Your word. Now they have known that all things which You have given Me are from You. For I have 

given to them the words which You have given Me; and they have received them, and have known surely 

that I came forth from You; and they have believed that You sent Me. I pray for them. I do not pray for 

the world but for those whom You have given Me, for they are Yours. And all Mine are Yours, and Yours 

are Mine, and I am glorified in them. Now I am no longer in the world, but these are in the world, and 

I come to You. Holy Father, keep through Your name those whom You have given Me, that they may be 

one as We are. While I was with them in the world, I kept them in Your name. Those whom You gave 

Me I have kept; and none of them is lost except the son of perdition, that the Scripture might be fulfilled. 

But now I come to You, and these things I speak in the world, that they may have My joy fulfilled in 

themselves. 



________________________________________________________________________________________________________

FOR YOUR PRAYERS  
 

Jim Kovach, 382 South Church Road, Marblehead, OH 43440; Tina Rindfleisch & 
Tony Monastra, 2119 Willow Cove Marblehead, OH 43440; Greg Twarek, 117 Lucien 

Drive, Marblehead, OH 43440 Patti Owens, 311 Woodbridge Road Vermilion, OH 44089; Irene 
Vangeloff, 3580 Shaw Ave., Apt. 305, Cincinnati, OH 45208 Tel.: (513) 376-9693 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
PRAYER LIST 
 

Parishioners & Family: Donna Schoonmaker / Bryan Gibson  / Tom Sitzler / Valerie Schutt / 
Hayden Issler / Roger Pinta Jr. / Richard Williams / Christine Twarek / Tony Monastra / Alvin Foland 
/ Delaine Ward (Ron Royhab’s sister) / Danielle and her newborn baby / Nikki and her unborn baby / 
Kristen Cassell / Laura DeKemper / Tom Hileman / Cliff & Kathy Ruggles / Sandra / Renee Haynal / 
Sharon Shaheen (Patti Owen’s sister) / Heidi Golob / Ron & Bobbie Royhab /Rodney Clevenger / 
Jennifer Heffernan / Pam / Jim Twarek / Ed Garrity / Patti Owens / Barbara Wroblewski / Michal 
Tomáš / Helena Tomášová / Ruth Sheller / Carol / David Martin / Fred Soski / Irene Vangeloff / Sonja 
Rose / James Bargdill / Carole Conaway/ Gary Conaway / Sharon Dietrich / Michael Glovinsky / 
Shirley Gresh / Betty Kovach / Child Stella Miller / William Pipenur / Helen Jean Rofkar / George 
Royhab / Marianne Royhab / Kathy Jacob / the child Bodhi Cassell / Gleice, Sophie & Chloe / Carol / 
Nora.  
 

Other Requests: Peggy / Becky / Ella / Tom Virostek / Bob Stephenson / Jim Rinaldo / Roy / Greg 
/ Patty Wandover / Russ M. / Suzeann / Laura Engler / Robin (Niece of Kathy Ruggles)  / Catechumen 
Sessely / Catechumen Daniel / Catechumen Adam / Catechumen Joshua / Catechumen Stephanie / 
Catechumen Max / Catechumen Michael / Catechumen Sharon / Steve Rohweder / Nicole Williams / 
John Couture / Ann Turinsky / Marcia / Catechumen Blake Shoemaker / Linkoln Paull / Matushka 
Melania / Sharyn Osborne / Amy / Bill Byrnes / Susanne / Charles Schlett / Kathy Debevits / Anthony 
/ Archpriest Ján Čižmár / Archpriest David Lis / Archpriest Emilian Hutnyan / Archpriest John 
Adamcio / Matushka Laryssa Hutnyan / Donald Gresh / Mark Ludvik / Robert Piznar / William / Rick 
Rowe / Chris.  
 

 

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE FOR THE WEEK  
 

MON. July 20 Holy, Glorious Prophet Elijah; 1 Cor 9:13-18, Mt 16:1-6 
 

TUE. July 21 Prophet Ezekiel; 1 Cor 10:5-12, Mt 16:6-12 
 

WED. July 22 Myrrhbearer and Equal of the Apostles Mary Magdalene;  
1 Cor 10:12-22, Mt 16:20-24 

 

THU. July 23 Martyr Trophimus and 14 Others; 1 Cor 10:28-11:7, Mt 16:24-28 
 

FRI. July 24  Martyrs and Passion-Bearers Boris and Gleb; 1 Cor 11:8-22, Mt 17:10-18 
 

SAT.  July 25  Dormition of the Righteous Anna, the Mother of the Most Holy Theotokos;  
Rom 13:1-10, Mt 12:30-37 

 

4:00 PM VESPERS  
 

SUN. July 26  8th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST, Tone 7 
 

9:10 AM HOURS 
9:30 AM  DIVINE LITURGY Followed by Coffee Hour  
 



Military: Craig Cassell / Jake Ellithorpe / Jordon Fulton / Justin Issler / Tikhon / Nicholas / & All 
Military 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

JULY REPOSED 

 

Mary Danchisen (1927) No date provided; Michael Wolf (1929) No date provided; 
Triantafilos Lefas (1995) No date provided; 2- John Danchisen (2009); 6- Anna Mazur 
(1969); 6- Joseph Golob Jr (2006); 7- Mary Martha Glovinsky (1975); 9- Andrew Holodnak 
(1971); 10- Gretta Gresh (2018); 14- John Gulla (1968); 20- Mitered Archpriest Sava Chaly 

(1991) Former Pastor; 21- Anna Mazurik (1973); 27- Father Vladimir Meschersky (1937) Former 
Pastor; 29- Sally Franklin (2018); 29- Robert Zgonc (2018); 29- Charles Hagmaier (2018) 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
VIGILS FOR July 12 
 

Bundren Family 1 Special Intentions 
 

Jean Hileman 3 For safe travel for members of the Hileman, Pipenur & Packard families 
 

Laura Kovach 3 For health and/or healing of Jim, Bob C., Paul W., Robin L., Margi & Joe, Heidi & 
Wayne G., Lindsay & Janet, Jerry Z., Patti O., Deb F., Tony M., Russ M, Burt K., Bobbie & Ron R., Peggy 
S., Brenda T., Betty K., Margaret M., Mark M., Dana M., Bodi C. 
Special Intentions 
For peace and love 
 

Sandy Martin 1 Special Intentions 
 

Roddie & David Mazurik 1 In memory of Mother, Health and blessings for Father 
 

Natalie Twarek 10 In loving birthday memory of my Godmother, Aunt Ella,  For the health of Nikki 
and unborn baby, For God's guidance for Mia,  For the health of Fr Peter & Matushka Michelle, For the 
health of Fr John & Matushka Melania, Health and recovery of Greg, Amber, Dina, Claire & Laura 
Arnold, For the health and recovery of Roddie's dad Rodney, Jim, Mike, Tom, Mary, Ken, Bob, Richard, 
Patty, Patti, Laura, Kathy & Cliff, Irene,  Ron & Bobbie, Betty, Kayla,  Heidi, Wayne, Peggy & Becky, 
Marcia,  Health and healing for Father’s parents Michal & Helena and Matushka’s mom Barbara & 
Walter, For the health of  Nick & family, Mimi, Elaine, Christine, Jen, Father David, Carole, Gary, 
Sharon, Sonya, Margi & Joe, MaryAnn & Bob, Bodhi, Stella, Jake, Pat, Special Intentions 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ATTENDANCE  
 

06/20 Vespers, 10 attending (1 guest); 06/28 Divine Liturgy, 35 attending (8 guests) 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
READERS LIST  
 

Sunday July 19 – Joe 
Sunday July 26 – Tim 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
JULY CANDLE SPONSORS  
 

Altar Candles: Fr. Peter and Mat. Michelle, For Health and God’s Blessings for Barbara 
Wroblewski, and Michal & Helena Tomáš; ($50); Chandelier: Mike & Sharon Cole, In honor 
of Melanie's upcoming marriage ($50); Eternal Light & Icon Screen: Jean Hileman, God’s 

Blessings for Justin and his deployment; Mike & Sharon Cole, For Jaclyn and Connor ($25); Candles 
at the Cross: Laura Kovach, In birthday memory of Susan; Mike & Sharon Cole, for Hank ($20); 
Candles at St. Tikhon Icon: Available ($20) 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 



JULY BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES   
 

20 – Alexandr (Sasha) Manastirli; 23 – Fr. Peter Ordination (1995); 27 – Greg & Natalie 
Twarek Anniversary (52); 30 – Tim & Jennifer Heffernan Anniversary 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
CLEANING SCHEDULE    
 

July 20, Stephanie 
July 27, Laura 
Aug 3, Greg 
July 10, Tina 

 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
SUNDAY OFFERING 
 

Sunday, July 12, 2026 

   Tithe     $2,982.00 

Donations    $   200.00  

Candles    $     82.00 

    Vigils     $   110.00 

Cemetery Donation   $     15.00 

Flowers Donation   $     15.00 

Chandelier    $     50.00 

Altar Candles    $     50.00 

Eternal Light & Icon Screen  $     25.00 

Candles at the Cross   $     25.00 

Lighthouse Sober Living (July) $     10.00 

Building Restoration Fund  $1,020.00 

Bookstore    $     20.69 

Total:                $4,604.69 
 

May the Lord reward you for your financial and spiritual support! 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

CHARITY OF THE MONTH  
 

“Lighthouse Sober Living” is the charity we donate to for the month of July. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
UP-COMING EVENTS IN OUR PARISH – MARK YOUR CALENDAR  

July 20th   Baking Day – 8:00 AM (Monday) 
 

July 20th –  Coring cabbage approx. 6:00 pm (Monday) 
 

July 21st –  Steaming and spinning cabbage 6:30 am (Tuesday) 
 

July 25th   Market Day 8:00 AM (Saturday) 
 

Aug 1st –  Dormition Fast starts (Saturday) 
 

Aug 6th –  Transfiguration of Our Lord – Divine Liturgy 9:30 AM (Thursday) 
 

Aug 15th –  Dormition of the Most Holy Theotokos – Vesperal Divine Liturgy 6:00 PM (Friday) 
 

Aug 16th –  69th Halupki Festival –11:30 am - 7:00 pm (Sunday) 



________________________________________________________________________________________________  

MARKET DAY! 
 

Our next Market Day will take place on Saturday, July 25th starting with set up at 
8:00 AM. We will have perohi, halupki, kielbasa and kraut, spanakopita, and a large 
variety of baked goods. Your help is needed and greatly appreciated! 

________________________________________________________________________________________________  

FISH FRY AT ST. MARY’S CHURCH 
 

Lake Erie perch, cod, shrimp and chicken tender dinners are back for the summer at St. 
Mary Byzantine Catholic Church on Friday, August 14 from 4 - 7 p.m. Proceeds benefit 
St. Mary Marblehead Building Fund. For questions, contact Susan Gallagher at 419-

626-0375. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

THE SERVANT OF GOD IS BAPTIZED … 
 

We are very happy to welcome in our parish the youngest member, ROWAN CHRISTINE 
PAULL who were received into the Holy Orthodox Church today, Sunday, July 19, 2026 
by the Baptism, Chrismation and the Holy Eucharist. 
We congratulate her parents, Joshua & Danielle, as well as her Godparents, Joe & 

Valerie Schutt. May Our Lord and God bless ROWAN CHRISTINE,  her parents, her Godparents and 
her grandparents with good health, peace and happiness for Many Years! Mnogaya Leta! 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

COFFEE HOUR SPONSOR LIST 

 

July 19 -  Natalia & Ryan 
July 26 - Jean & Tina 
Aug 2 - Josh & Stephanie Bundren 
Aug. 9 - Available 

 

Please sign up to host coffee hour. Signup sheet is located in the Social Hall 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

69th ANNUAL HALUPKI FESTIVAL 
 

We have more Festival Raffle tickets available.  If you need  more tickets, please 
see Natalie. Thank you in advance for your help! 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Church Lawnmower repaired – Thank You! 
 

We would like to express our sincere thanks to Natalie Twarek for her generous donation 
of $75.00 for the repair of our lawnmower!  May Our Lord and God bless her with all His 

special blessings for her care and generosity! 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

FEAST OF ST. ELIJAH – BLESSING OF VEHICLES 
 

Tomorrow, July 20th, Our Holy Orthodox Church celebrates the Feast of Holy and 
Great Prophet Elijah (Elias) who is known as the patron saint of vehicles. The usual 

blessing of vehicles will take place today, after the Divine Liturgy. Just as we have our homes blessed 
each year, everyone is encouraged to have their vehicle blessed! 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Fathers of the First Six Councils 
Commemorated on July 19   
 

In the Ninth Article of the Nicea-Constantinople Symbol of Faith proclaimed by the holy 
Fathers of the First and Second Ecumenical Councils, we confess our faith in “One, Holy, 
Catholic, and Apostolic Church.” By virtue of the catholic nature of the Church, an 
Ecumenical Council is the Church’s supreme authority, and possesses the competence 

https://images.oca.org/icons/lg/july/0716fathers-4thecumenical-council.jpg


to resolve major questions of church life. An Ecumenical Council is comprised of archpastors and 
pastors of the Church, and representatives of all the local Churches, from every land of the “oikumene” 
(i.e. from all the whole inhabited world). 
 

The Orthodox Church acknowledges Seven Holy Ecumenical Councils: 
 

The First Ecumenical Council (Nicea I) (May 29, and also on seventh Sunday after Pascha) was 
convened in the year 325 against the heresy of Arius, in the city of Nicea in Bithynia under Saint 
Constantine the Great, Equal of the Apostles. 
 

The Second Ecumenical Council (Constantinople I) (May 22) was convened in the year 381 against the 
heresy of Macedonias, by the emperor Theodosius the Great. 
 

The Third Ecumenical Council (Ephesus) (September 9) was convened in the year 431 against the 
heresy of Nestorius, in the city of Ephesus by the emperor Theodosius the Younger. 
 

The Fourth Ecumenical Council (Chalcedon) (July 16) was convened in the year 451, against the 
Monophysite heresy, in the city of Chalcedon under the emperor Marcian. 
 

The Fifth Ecumenical Council (Constantinople II) (July 25) “Concerning the Three Chapters,” was 
convened in the year 553, under the emperor Justinian the Great. 
The Sixth Ecumenical Council (Constantinople III) (January 23) met during the years 680-681, to fight 
the Monothelite heresy, under the emperor Constantine Pogonatos. 
 

The fact that the Seventh Ecumenical Council (Nicea II) is not commemorated today testifies to the 
antiquity of today’s celebration. The Seventh Council, commemorated on the Sunday nearest to October 
11, was convened at Nicea in the year 787 against the Iconoclast heresy, under the emperor Constantine 
and his mother Irene. 
 

The Church venerates the Holy Fathers of the Ecumenical Councils because Christ has established them 
as “lights upon the earth,” guiding us to the true Faith. “Clad in the garment of truth,” the doctrine of 
the Fathers, based upon the preaching of the Apostles, has established one faith for the Church. The 
Ecumenical Councils, are the highest authority in the Church. Such Councils, guided by the grace of the 
Holy Spirit, and accepted by the Church, are infallible. 
 

The Orthodox Church’s conciliar definitions of dogma have the highest authority, and such definitions 
always begin with the Apostolic formula: “It seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us...” (Acts 15: 28). 
The Ecumenical Councils were always convened for a specific reason: to combat false opinions and 
heresies, and to clarify the Orthodox Church’s teaching. But the Holy Spirit has thus seen fit, that the 
dogmas, the truths of faith, immutable in their content and scope, constantly and consequently are 
revealed by the conciliar mind of the Church, and are given precision by the holy Fathers within 
theological concepts and terms in exactly such measure as is needed by the Church itself for its economy 
of salvation. The Church, in expounding its dogmas, is dealing with the concerns of a given historical 
moment, “not revealing everything in haste and thoughtlessly, nor indeed, ultimately hiding something” 
(Saint Gregory the Theologian). 
 

A brief summary of the dogmatic theology of the First Six Ecumenical Councils is formulated and 
contained in the First Canon of the Council of Trullo (also known as Quinisext), held in the year 692. 
The 318 Holy Fathers of the First Ecumenical Council are spoken of in this Canon I of Trullo as having: 
“with unanimity of faith revealed and declared to us the consubstantiality of the three Persons of the 
Divine nature and, ... instructing the faithful to adore the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit with one worship, 
they cast down and dispelled the false teaching about different degrees of Divinity.” 
 

The 150 Holy Fathers of the Second Ecumenical Council left their mark on the theology of the Church 
concerning the Holy Spirit, “repudiating the teaching of Macedonius, as one who wished to divide the 
inseparable Unity, so that there might be no perfect mystery of our hope.” 



 

The 200 God-bearing Fathers of the Third Ecumenical Council expounded the teaching that “Christ, 
the Incarnate Son of God is One.” They also confessed that “she who bore Him without seed was the 
spotless Ever-Virgin, glorifying her as truly the Mother of God. 
 

The 630 Holy Fathers of the Fourth Ecumenical Council decreed that “the One Christ, the Son of God... 
must be glorified in two natures.” 
 

The 165 God-bearing Holy Fathers of the Fifth Ecumenical Council “in synod anathematized and 
repudiated Theodore of Mopsuestia (the teacher of Nestorius), and Origen, and Didymus, and Evagrius, 
renovators of the Hellenic teaching about the transmigration of souls and the transmutation of bodies 
and the impieties they raised against the resurrection of the dead.” 
 

The 170 Holy Fathers of the Sixth Ecumenical Council “taught that we ought to confess two natural 
volitions, or two wills [trans. note: one divine, and the other human], and two natural operations 
(energies) in Him Who was incarnate for our salvation, Jesus Christ, our true God.” 
 

In decisive moments of Church history, the holy Ecumenical Councils promulgated their dogmatic 
definitions, as trustworthy delimitations in the spiritual battle for the purity of Orthodoxy, which will 
last until such time, as “all shall come into the unity of faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God” 
(Eph. 4: 13). In the struggle with new heresies, the Church does not abandon its former dogmatic 
concepts nor replace them with some sort of new formulations. The dogmatic formulae of the Holy 
Ecumenical Councils need never be superseded, they remain always contemporary to the living 
Tradition of the Church. Therefore the Church proclaims: 
 

“The faith of all in the Church of God hath been glorified by men, which were luminaries in the world, 
cleaving to the Word of Life, so that it be observed firmly, and that it dwell unshakably until the end of 
the ages, conjointly with their God-bestown writings and dogmas. We reject and we anathematize all 
whom they have rejected and anathematized, as being enemies of Truth. And if anyone does not cleave 
to nor admit the aforementioned pious dogmas, and does not teach or preach accordingly, let him be 
anathema” (Canon I of the Council of Trullo). 
 

In addition to their dogmatic definitions, the Holy Fathers of the Ecumenical Councils exerted great 
efforts towards the strengthening of church discipline. Local Councils promulgated their disciplinary 
canons according to the circumstances of the time and place, frequently differing among themselves in 
various particulars. 
 

The universal unity of the Orthodox Church required unity also in canonical practice, i.e. a conciliar 
deliberation and affirmation of the most important canonical norms by the Fathers of the Ecumenical 
Councils. Thus, according to conciliar judgment, the Church has accepted: 20 Canons from the First, 7 
Canons from the Second, 8 Canons from the Third, and 30 Canons from the Fourth Ecumenical Synods. 
The Fifth and the Sixth Councils concerned themselves only with resolving dogmatic questions, and did 
not leave behind any disciplinary canons. 
 

The need to establish in codified form the customary practices during the years 451-680, and ultimately 
to compile a canonical codex for the Orthodox Church, occasioned the convening of a special Council, 
which was wholly devoted to the general application of churchly rules. This was convened in the year 
692. The Council “in the Imperial Palace” or “Under the Arches” (in Greek “en trullo”), came to be called 
the Council in Trullo. It is also called the “Quinisext” [meaning the “fifth and sixth”], because it is 
considered to have completed the activities of the Fifth and Sixth Councils, or rather that it was simply 
a direct continuation of the Sixth Ecumenical Council itself, separated by just a few years. 
 

The Council in Trullo, with its 102 Canons (more than of all the Ecumenical Synods combined), had a 
tremendous significance in the history of the canonical theology of the Orthodox Church. It might be 
said that the Fathers of this Council produced a complete compilation of the basic codex from the 



relevant sources for the Orthodox Church’s canons. Listing through in chronological order, and having 
been accepted by the Church the Canons of the Holy Apostles, and the Canons of the Holy Ecumenical 
and the Local Councils and of the holy Fathers, the Trullo Council declared: “Let no one be permitted 
to alter or to annul the aforementioned canons, nor in place of these put forth, or to accept others, made 
of spurious inscription” (2nd Canon of the Council in Trullo). 
 

Church canons, sanctified by the authority of the first Six Ecumenical Councils (including the rules of 
the Seventh Ecumenical Council in 787, and the Constantinople Councils of 861 and 879, which were 
added later under the holy Patriarch Photius), form the basis of THE RUDDER, or KORMCHAYA 
KNIGA (a canon law codex known as “Syntagma” or “Nomokanon” in 14 titles). In its repository of grace 
is expressed a canonical norm, a connection to every era, and a guide for all the local Orthodox Churches 
in churchly practice. 
 

New historical conditions can lead to the change of some particular external aspect of the life of the 
Church. This makes creative canonical activity necessary in the conciliar reasoning of the Church, in 
order to reconcile the external norms of churchly life with historical circumstances. The details of 
canonical regulation are not fully developed for the various eras of churchly organization all at once. 
With every push to either forsake the literal meaning of a canon, or to fulfill and develop it, the Church 
again and again turns for reasoning and guidance to the eternal legacy of the Holy Ecumenical Councils, 
to the inexhaustable treasury of dogmatic and canonical truths. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Uncovering of the relics of Venerable Seraphim of Sarov 
Commemorated on July 19 
 

Uncovering of the Relics of Saint Seraphim, Wonderworker of Sarov: The glorification 
of Saint Seraphim of Sarov (January 2), took place in 1903, seventy years after his 
repose. On July 3, 1903 Metropolitan Anthony of Saint Petersburg, assisted by Bishop 
Nazarius of Nizhni-Novgorod and Bishop Innocent of Tambov, transferred the saint’s 
relics from their original burial place to the church of Saints Zosimus and Sabbatius. 

Tsar Nicholas II and Tsarina Alexandra provided a new cypress coffin to receive the relics. This cypress 
coffin was then placed inside an oak coffin and remained in the church until the day of the saint’s 
glorification. 
 

At noon on July 16, the first day of the festivities, Metropolitan Anthony offered a Memorial Service for 
the ever-memorable Hieromonk Seraphim in the Dormition Cathedral. Services also took place in the 
monastery’s other churches. 
 

The next day Metropolitan Anthony and Bishop Nazarius served a Memorial Liturgy in the Dormition 
Cathedral. At 5:00 that afternoon, the bells of Sarov began to ring, announcing the arrival of Tsar 
Nicholas and his family. Metropolitan Anthony greeted them and then led them to the Dormition 
Cathedral for a Service of Thanksgiving. 
 

The royal family attended the early Liturgy on July 18th and received the Holy Mysteries. Later that 
morning, the final Memorial Service for the repose of Hieromonk Seraphim’s soul was offered in the 
Cathedral. These would be the last prayers offered for him as a departed servant of God. From that time 
forward, prayers would be addressed to him as a saint. At 6 P.M. the bells rang for Vigil, the first service 
with hymns honoring Saint Seraphim, and during which his relics would be exposed for public 
veneration. 
 

At the time of the Litia during Vespers, the saint’s coffin was carried from the church of Saints Zosimus 
and Sabbatius and into the Dormition Cathedral. Several people were healed of various illnesses during 
this procession. During Matins, as “Praise ye the Name of the Lord” was sung, the coffin was opened. 
After the Gospel, Metropolitan Anthony and the other hierarchs kissed the holy relics. They were 
followed by the royal family, the officiating clergy, and all the people in the cathedral. 
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On July 19, the saint’s birthday, the late Liturgy began at 8 o’clock. At the Little Entrance, twelve 
Archimandrites lifted the coffin from the middle of the church, carried it around the altar, then placed 
it into a special shrine. The long awaited event was accompanied by numerous miraculous healings of 
the sick, who had gathered at Sarov in large numbers. More than 200,000 people came to Sarov from 
all across Russia. 
 

The festivities at Sarov came to an end with the dedication of the first two churches to Saint Seraphim. 
The first church to be consecrated was over his monastic cell in Sarov. The second church was 
consecrated on July 22 at the Diveyevo convent. 
 

In 1991, Saint Seraphim’s relics were rediscovered after being hidden in a Soviet anti-religious museum 
for seventy years. Widely esteemed in his lifetime, Saint Seraphim is one of the most beloved saints of 
the Orthodox Church. 
 


