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EPISTLE: Acts 16:16-34   
 

In those days, a certain slave girl possessed with a 

spirit of divination met us, who brought her 

masters much profit by fortune-telling. This girl 

followed Paul and us, and cried out, saying, “These 

men are the servants of the Most High God, who 

proclaim to us the way of salvation.” And this she 

did for many days. But Paul, greatly annoyed, 

turned and said to the spirit, “I command you in 

the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.” And 

he came out that very hour. But when her masters 

saw that their hope of profit was gone, they seized 

Paul and Silas and dragged them into the 

marketplace to the authorities. And they brought 

them to the magistrates, and said, “These men, 

being Jews, exceedingly trouble our city; and they 

teach customs which are not lawful for us, being Romans, to receive or observe.” Then the multitude 

rose up together against them; and the magistrates tore off their clothes and commanded them to be 

beaten with rods. And when they had laid many stripes on them, they threw them into prison, 

commanding the jailer to keep them securely. Having received such a charge, he put them into the inner 

prison and fastened their feet in the stocks. But at midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing 

hymns to God, and the prisoners were listening to them. Suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that 
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the foundations of the prison were shaken; and immediately all the doors were opened and everyone’s 

chains were loosed. And the keeper of the prison, awaking from sleep and seeing the prison doors open, 

supposing the prisoners had fled, drew his sword and was about to kill himself. But Paul called with a 

loud voice, saying, “Do yourself no harm, for we are all here.” Then he called for a light, ran in, and fell 

down trembling before Paul and Silas. And he brought them out and said, “Sirs, what must I do to be 

saved?” So, they said, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved, you and your household.” 

Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who were in his house. And he took them the 

same hour of the night and washed their stripes. And immediately he and all his family were baptized. 

Now when he had brought them into his house, he set food before them; and he rejoiced, having 

believed in God with all his household. 

GOSPEL: John 9:1-38  

At that time, as Jesus passed by, He saw a man who was blind from birth. And His disciples asked Him, 

saying, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” Jesus answered, “Neither 

this man nor his parents sinned, but that the works of God should be revealed in him. I must work the 

works of Him who sent Me while it is day; the night is coming when no one can work. As long as I am 

in the world, I am the light of the world.” When He had said these things, He spat on the ground and 

made clay with the saliva; and He anointed the eyes of the blind man with the clay. And He said to him, 

“Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which is translated, Sent). So, he went and washed, and came back 

seeing. Therefore, the neighbors and those who previously had seen that he was blind said, “Is not this 

he who sat and begged?” Some said, “This is he.” Others said, “He is like him.” He said, “I am he.” 

Therefore, they said to him, “How were your eyes opened?” He answered and said, “A Man called Jesus 

made clay and anointed my eyes and said to me, ‘Go to the pool of Siloam and wash.’ So, I went and 

washed, and I received sight.” Then they said to him, “Where is He?” He said, “I do not know.” They 

brought him who formerly was blind to the Pharisees. Now it was a Sabbath when Jesus made the clay 

and opened his eyes. Then the Pharisees also asked him again how he had received his sight. He said to 

them, “He put clay on my eyes, and I washed, and I see.” Therefore, some of the Pharisees said, “This 

Man is not from God, because He does not keep the Sabbath.” Others said, “How can a man who is a 

sinner do such signs?” And there was a division among them. They said to the blind man again, “What 

do you say about Him because He opened your eyes?” He said, “He is a prophet.” But the Jews did not 

believe concerning him, that he had been blind and received his sight, until they called the parents of 

him who had received his sight. And they asked them, saying, “Is this your son, who you say was born 

blind? How then does he now see?” His parents answered them and said, “We know that this is our son, 

and that he was born blind; but by what means he now sees we do not know, or who opened his eyes 

we do not know. He is of age; ask him. He will speak for himself.” His parents said these things because 

they feared the Jews, for the Jews had agreed already that if anyone confessed that He was Christ, he 

would be put out of the synagogue. Therefore, his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.” So, they again 

called the man who was blind, and said to him, “Give God the glory! We know that this Man is a sinner.” 

He answered and said, “Whether He is a sinner or not I do not know. One thing I know: that though I 

was blind, now I see.” Then they said to him again, “What did He do to you? How did He open your 



eyes?” He answered them, “I told you already, and you did not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? 

Do you also want to become His disciples?” Then they reviled him and said, “You are His disciple, but 

we are Moses’ disciples. We know that God spoke to Moses; as for this fellow, we do not know where 

He is from.” The man answered and said to them, “Why, this is a marvelous thing, that you do not know 

where He is from; yet He has opened my eyes! Now we know that God does not hear sinners; but if 

anyone is a worshiper of God and does His will, He hears him. Since the world began it has been 

unheard of that anyone opened the eyes of one who was born blind. If this Man were not from God, He 

could do nothing.” They answered and said to him, “You were completely born in sins, and are you 

teaching us?” And they cast him out. Jesus heard that they had cast him out; and when He had found 

him, He said to him, “Do you believe in the Son of God?” He answered and said, “Who is He, Lord, that 

I may believe in Him?” And Jesus said to him, “You have both seen Him and it is He who is talking with 

you.” Then he said, “Lord, I believe!” And he worshiped Him. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

FOR YOUR PRAYERS  
 

Tina Rindfleisch & Tony Monastra, 2119 Willow Cove Marblehead, OH 43440; Greg 
Twarek, 117 Lucien Drive, Marblehead, OH 43440 Patti Owens, 311 Woodbridge Road 

Vermilion, OH 44089; Irene Vangeloff, 3580 Shaw Ave., Apt. 305, Cincinnati, OH 45208 Tel.: (513) 
376-9693 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
PRAYER LIST 
 

Parishioners & Family: Tom Sitzler / Valerie Schutt / Hayden Issler / Roger Pinta Jr. / Greg Twarek 
/ Amber Twarek / Richard Williams / Christine Twarek / Tony Monastra / Alvin Foland / Delaine Ward 
(Ron Royhab’s sister) / Danielle and her unborn baby / Nikki and her unborn baby / Kristen Cassell / 
Laura DeKemper / Tom Hileman / Cliff & Kathy Ruggles / Sandra / Renee Haynal / Sharon Shaheen 

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE FOR THE WEEK 
 

MON. May 18 Martyr Theodotus of Ancyra; Acts 17:1-15, Jn 11:47-57 
 

TUE. May 19 Hieromartyr Patrick, Bishop of Prusa; Acts 17:19-28, Jn 12:19-36 
 

WED. May 20 Leavetaking of Pascha, Martyr Thallelaios; Acts 18:22-28, Jn 12:36-47 
 

6:00 PM  VESPERS 
 

THU. May 21 THE ASCENSION OF OUR LORD; Acts 1:1-12, Lk 24:36-53 
 

9:10 AM HOURS 
9:30 AM  DIVINE LITURGY followed by Breakfast at Latitude 

 

FRI. May 22  Martyr Basiliscus; Acts 19:1-8, Jn 14:1-11 
 

SAT.  May 23  Saint Michael the Confessor; Acts 20:7-12, Jn 14:10-21 
 

4:00 PM VESPERS 
  

SUN. May 24  7th SUNDAY AFTER PASCHA, FATHERS OF THE 1ST ECUMENICAL  
COUNCIL, Tone 6 

 

9:10 AM HOURS 
9:30 AM  DIVINE LITURGY Followed by Coffee Hour  

 



(Patti Owen’s sister) / Heidi Golob / Ron & Bobbie Royhab /Rodney Clevenger / Jennifer Heffernan / 
Pam / Jim Twarek / Ed Garrity / Patti Owens / Barbara Wroblewski / Michal Tomáš / Helena 
Tomášová / Ruth Sheller / Carol / David Martin / Fred Soski / Irene Vangeloff / Sonja Rose / James 
Bargdill / Carole Conaway/ Gary Conaway / Sharon Dietrich / Michael Glovinsky / Shirley Gresh / 
Betty Kovach / Child Stella Miller / William Pipenur / Helen Jean Rofkar / George Royhab / Marianne 
Royhab / Kathy Jacob / the child Bodhi Cassell / Gleice, Sophie & Chloe / Carol / Nora.  
 

Other Requests: Peggy / Becky / Ella / TomVirostek / Bob Stephenson / Jim Rinaldo / Roy / Greg / 
Patty Wandover / Russ M. / Suzeann / Laura Engler / Robin (Niece of Kathy Ruggles)  / Catechumen 
Sessely / Catechumen Daniel / Catechumen Adam / Catechumen Joshua / Catechumen Stephanie / 
Catechumen Max / Catechumen Michael / Catechumen Sharon / Steve Rohweder / Nicole Williams / 
John Couture / Ann Turinsky / Marcia / Catechumen Blake Shoemaker / Linkoln Paull / Matushka 
Melania / Sharyn Osborne / Amy / Bill Byrnes / Susanne / Charles Schlett / Kathy Debevits / Anthony 
/ Archpriest Ján Čižmár / Archpriest David Lis / Archpriest Emilian Hutnyan / Archpriest John 
Adamcio / Matushka Laryssa Hutnyan / Donald Gresh / Mark Ludvik / Robert Piznar / William / Rick 
Rowe / Chris.  
 

Military: Craig Cassell / Jake Ellithorpe / Jordon Fulton / Justin Issler / Tikhon / Nicholas / & All 
Military 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

MAY REPOSED 

 

Julia Onyock (1921) No date provided; Andrew Onyock (1922) No date provided; Christos 
Karniotis (1992) No date provided; 1-Donald Cholcher (2020); 4- Norman Anthony 

Glovinsky (2016); 8- Brad Bauer (2019); 14- Stanley Lis (2019); 15-George Glovinsky (1986); 21- Anna 
Mazurik (2008); 22- Mary Opritza (2011); 24- Helen Greshko (1980); 25- Anna Mazurak (1966); 25- 
Philip Timko (2021); 27- John Gresko- (2008); 30- Anna Elchisco (1977) 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

VIGILS FOR May 10 
 

Susan Guzy 1 In loving memory of mother, Julia, grandmothers Victoria & Julia, 
Godmother Eva, Aunt Mary & Carole. Vichnaya Pamyat 
 

Laura Kovach 3 For health and/or healing of Jim, Bob C., Paul W., Robin L., Margi & Joe, Heidi & 
Wayne G., Lindsay & Janet, Jerry Z., Patti O., Deb F., Tony M., Russ M, Burt K., Bobbie & Ron R., Peggy 
S., Brenda T., Betty K., Margaret M., Mark M., Dana M., Bodi C.  
In loving memory of my mom, grandmothers, and Godmother 
Many years to Michael on his birthday 
 

Sandy Martin 2 In loving memory of mom on Mother's Day, Special Intentions 
 

David & Roddie Mazurik 4 Special Intentions 
 

Natalie Twarek 10 Health and recovery of Tom Sitzler & safe travels for Amber,  Health & recovery 
of Fr John, Safe travel for Jean & family, For the health of Nikki and unborn baby, For the health of Fr 
Peter & Matushka Michelle, For the health of Fr John & Matushka Melania, Health and recovery of 
Greg, Amber, Tina and  Dina, Claire & Laura Arnold, For the health and recovery of Mary, Rodney & 
Carol, Ken, Bob, Richard, Patty, Patti, Laura, Kathy & Cliff, Irene,  Ron & Bobbie, Betty, Kayla,  Heidi, 
Wayne, Peggy, Marcia, Health and healing for Father’s parents Michal & Helena and Matushka’s mom 
Barbara & Walter, For the health of  Mimi, Elaine, Christine, Jen, Tony, Father David, Carole, Gary, 
Sharon, Sonya, Margi & Joe, MaryAnn & Bob, Bodhi, Stella, Jake, Pat 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

READERS LIST  
 

Sunday May 17 – Tim 
Sunday May 24 – Joe 



________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
MAY CANDLE SPONSORS  
 

Altar Candles: Fr. Peter and Mat. Michelle, For Health and God’s Blessings for Barbara 
Wroblewski, and Michal & Helena Tomáš ($50); Chandelier: Valerie Schutt, Birthday 
Blessings for Joe ($50); Eternal Light & Icon Screen: Available ($25); Candles at the 

Cross: Laura Kovach, Birthday blessings to Michael ($20); Candles at St. Tikhon Icon: Available 
($20) 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ATTENDANCE  
 

05/09 Vespers, 9 attending (1 guest); 05/10 Divine Liturgy, 29 attending (4 guests) 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

MAY BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES   
 

17 – Tony & Tina Monastra Anniversary (34); 17 – Mike Cole; 17 – Adalyn Davenport 
(4); 20 – Joe & Valerie Schutt Anniversary (9); 26 – Quincy Kowal* 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

SUNDAY OFFERING 
 

Sunday, May 10, 2026 

   Tithe     $1,527.00 

Donations    $   155.00  

Candles    $     87.00 

    Vigils     $   120.00 

Flowers Donation   $   100.00 

Joyful Connections (May)  $   145.00 

Altar Candles    $     50.00 

Bookstore    $     93.00 

Building Restoration   $   380.00 

Total:                $2,657.00 
 

May the Lord reward you for your financial and spiritual support! 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

CHURCH MONTLY INCOME AND EXPENSES 
 

Month of APRIL 2026 

Church Donation income was  $10,302.00 

Church Operating Expenses totaled  $10,831.70 

net loss of              - $     529.70 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

CHARITY OF THE MONTH  
 

“Joyful Connections” is the charity we donate to for the month of May. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
UP-COMING EVENTS IN OUR PARISH – MARK YOUR CALENDAR  

May 18th   Baking Day – 8:00 AM (Monday) 
 

May 18th   Parish Council Meeting – 6:30 PM (Monday) 
 

May 19th   Baking Day – 8:00 AM (Tuesday) 
 

May 21st   Ascension of Our Lord 9:30 AM (Thursday) 
 

May 23rd   First Market Day of the season 8:00 AM (Saturday) 
 



May 26th   Baking Day – 8:00 AM (Tuesday) 
 

May 30th   Memorial Saturday Div. Liturgy 9:30 (Saturday) 
 

May 31st   HOLY PENTECOST (Sunday) 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
 

Our Parish Council meeting will take place tomorrow, Monday, May 18th at 6:30 pm in our 
Social Hall. Presence of all the members is requested. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

FLOWERS DONATIONS - THANK YOU 
 

We would like to express our sincere thank you to Sue Guzy for her generous donation of 
$100 for the flowers for Pentecost in Loving Memory of departed Guzy, Felenchak, Szoldra 
& Gulla family members and for the health of Gary 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

MARKET DAY 
 

Our first Market Day of the season will take place on Saturday, May 23rd starting with set 
up at 8:00 AM. We will have perohi, halupki, kielbasa and kraut, spanakopita, and a large 
variety of baked goods. Your help is needed and greatly appreciated! 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
COFFEE HOUR SPONSOR LIST 

 

May 17 - Nick 
May 24 -  Available 
May 31 -  Sandy 
May 10 - Available 

 

Please sign up to host coffee hour. Signup sheet is located in the Social Hall 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

CLEANING SCHEDULE    
 
May 18, Stephanie 
May 25, Greg 
June 1, Roddie & David 
June 8, Tina 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 ANNUAL VISIT TO MIDDLE BASS ISLAND 
 

Once again this year, we are very grateful to Debby and Subdeacon John (Roger) 
Pinta for their generous invitation for the Annual Pigrimage and Annual Lake Erie 
cruise to the Middle Bass Island. In their loving kindness and great hospitality they 
invite every parishioner and friends of our parish to come to their home for  the 
Molieben of thanksgiving at St John the Baptist Chapel, which they built on their 

property, and for very generous and delicious Debby's foodfest! The Pilgrimage will take place on 
Thursday,  June 4th at 12:30 pm. This fare and the feast are FREE of charge to any participant and 
the Ferry sails from Catawba at 10:45 AM. Roger will meet us there. Please text Debby (216) 676-
9531 or Roger (419) 285-5200 if you plan to attend, so they can make sure they have enough ferry 
tickets and enough food for everyone.  
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

BABY BOTTLE CAMPAIGN 
 

You are invited to participate in the Annual Baby Bottle Campaign sponsored by Ottawa 
County Pregnancy Services. Please take a Baby bottle which you will find in the vestibule 



and fill it with loose change, cash or check made out to Ottawa County Pregnancy. Please return the 
bottle on or before Father’s Day. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Sunday of the Blind Man 
Commemorated on May 17   
 

At the end of Chapter 8 in Gospel of Saint John, the Savior was disputing with the 
Pharisees in the Temple during the Feast of Tabernacles. He told them, "Your 
father Abraham was glad that he should see my day; and he saw it and rejoiced" 
(John 8:56). The Jews said that Jesus was not even fifty years old, so how could 

He claim to have seen Abraham? The Lord replied, "Before Abraham was, I am." I am, of course, is the 
name that God revealed to Moses in the Burning Bush. When the Jews picked up stones to throw at 
Him, He hid Himself and went out of the Temple. 
 

We read in Saint John's Gospel (9:1-38): "As He passed by, he saw a man who was blind from birth." It 
might appear that Jesus was on His way to something or someone else, but in his Commentary on the 
Gospel of Saint John, the ever-memorable Archbishop Dmitri of Dallas, quotes from Homily LVI of 
Saint John Chrysostom: "that on going out of the Temple, He proceeded intentionally to the work, is 
clear from this: it was He who saw the blind man, and not the blind man who came to Him...." 
 

Christ's disciples asked Him who had sinned, the blind man or his parents that he had been born blind. 
Jesus answered, "Neither this man nor his parents sinned, but that the works of God might be 
manifested in him" (John 9:3). It was thought that a person who had some affliction must have sinned 
(or his parents did) to deserve such punishment. In the Book of Exodus (20:5), God said that he would 
visit "the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation." This, however, 
applied to the sin of idolatry, if the children emulated their parents' behavior. 
 

The blind man was not born blind just so the miracle could be performed, but seeing the man in such a 
condition, the Lord decided to use him in a way that would manifest God's glory. He Who is the Light 
of the world healed the blind man and enlightened him. Giving sight to the blind was one of the signs 
which would identify the Messiah (Matthew 11:4-6). 
 

The Lord made clay when He spat on the ground, and placed it in the man’s empty eye sockets and sent 
him to the pool of Siloam to wash. Most versions of the Gospels translate the word επεθηκεν as 
"anointed," but it can also mean "to spread on," or "to smear." Siloam means "sent," and in Saint John's 
Gospel Christ says about forty times that He Himself had been sent by the Father." 
 

This manner of healing reminds us of the way God created man by fashioning him from the dust of the 
earth. In the Old Testament God created man from the dust of the earth, now Christ, the same God, 
fashions eyes from the clay and places them in the blind man’s empty sockets. Here are some quotes 
from the Pentecostarion: 
 

At the Oikos of Matins: "He receives physical eyes as well as those of the soul." 
 

In the Verses of the Synaxarion: O Bestower of light. Who are Light coming forth from Light; You gave 
eyes to the man who was blind from birth, O Word." 
 

In the second exapostilarion: "Along the way, the Savior found a man who lacked both sight and eyes." 
At Monday Vespers (stikheron of the Feast) we sing, "With his whole soul, and mind, and his tongue, 
the man who in times not long passed had been blind, confessed Him Who had fashioned eyes for him 
out of spittle and clay..." 
 

Saint Theophylaktos says in his Commentary that "Jesus our Lord fashioned all the members of the 
blind man's body except for the eyes, which He omitted. By healing them now, he completes the divine 
act of creating and demonstrates that He is the Creator." 



 

Jesus tests the faith of the blind man by sending him to the Pool of Siloam (which means “sent”). He 
respects the man’s freedom, but asks for his voluntary and free participation in the miracle. The blind 
man, with faith, obeys God’s command. He goes and washes in the pool, and he returns seeing. 
 

The former blind man’s life was not made easier, however. He becomes the object of the Scribes' and 
Pharisees' evil and hatred, those who believed in God and in the observance of His Law. They 
themselves were blind, yet they were suspicious of the formerly blind man, imagining that he only 
pretended to be blind and now was able to see. "They willingly were made blind by the dark letter of the 
Law, in which Christ, the resplendent Sun shines."1 
 

They questioned the man who was blind, but when they see the miracle before their eyes, instead of 
believing, they shut the eyes of their souls. Then the man's parents were questioned. They were afraid 
to confirm the miracle that happened to their son who was born blind, because they did not want to be 
expelled from the synagogue. They tried to avoid trouble by concealing the truth. Therefore, they said, 
"He is of age, ask him!" 
 

We who receive benefits from God every day are ashamed or afraid to confess God because of our lack 
of trust. We put our own interests above God, knowing that He will understand us! He will understand 
us, but He will also see our faith and what priorities we have in our lives. Christ will see what "gods" we 
have put in His place, but He will not cease to remind us that He is the light of the world. 
 

The blind man was healed, not only in the eyes of his body but eventually in his soul as well. He 
recognizes Jesus as God, and does not hesitate to confess it before the religious rulers with courage that 
many of us would envy. Faith alone is not enough, we also need to confess our faith in order to become 
genuine children of God. When we confess Christ before men, He will confess us before His Father, as 
the Lord has promised us: "Everyone who shall confess me before men, I also shall confess him before 
my Father who is in Heaven; and whoever denies me before men I also will deny him before my Father 
who is in Heaven" (Matthew 10:32). 
 

In addition to the Sunday of the Blind Man, today the Church also commemorates the Icon of the 
Mother of God "Of the Passion" (see August 13) in remembrance of the miracles which occurred on this 
day. 
 

In the Moscow church of the Unburnt Bush in the Khamovniki district, there is an Icon which was once 
in the Palace. The ancient writing is beautiful. The size of the Icon measures 1 arshin 12 vershkov long, 
and 1 arshin 7 vershkov wide. This Icon is commemorated twice: on September 4, the Feast Day of the 
Prophet Moses, and also on the Sixth Sunday After Pascha (the Sunday of the Blind Man), because 
according to Tradition, the Icon was transferred from the Kremlin to the newly-consecrated 
Khamovniki church on this day. 
 

At Khamovniki is the Novodevichii Convent (founded in 1524) and the Zachatievsky convent (founded 
in 1584), the rebuilt cathedral of Christ the Savior, the church of Saint Nicholas the Wonderworker at 
Khamovniki and others. More than ten Orthodox churches in Khamovniki were destroyed during the 
Soviet era. Memorial chapels and memorial signs have now been placed on the site of some of the 
destroyed temples. Khamovniki is also the working residence of the Patriarch of Moscow and All Russia, 
and the Publishing Council of the Russian Orthodox Church. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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The Ascension of our Lord 
Commemorated on May 21 
 

“AND ASCENDED INTO HEAVEN....” V. Rev. George Florovsky, D.D. 
 

“I ascend unto My Father and your Father, and to My God, and Your God” (John 20:17). 
 

https://www.oca.org/saints/id/lives/102292
https://images.oca.org/icons/lg/pascha/ascension.jpg


In these words the Risen Christ described to Mary Magdalene the mystery of His Resurrection. She had 
to carry this mysterious message to His disciples, “as they mourned and wept” (Mark 16:10). The 
disciples listened to these glad tidings with fear and amazement, with doubt and mistrust. It was not 
Thomas alone who doubted among the Eleven. On the contrary, it appears that only one of the Eleven 
did not doubt—Saint John, the disciple “whom Jesus loved.” He alone grasped the mystery of the empty 
tomb at once: “and he saw, and believed” (John 20:8). Even Peter left the sepulcher in amazement, 
“wondering at that which was come to pass” (Luke 24:12). 
 

The disciples did not expect the Resurrection. The women did not, either. They were quite certain that 
Jesus was dead and rested in the grave, and they went to the place “where He was laid,” with the spices 
they had prepared, “that they might come and anoint Him.” They had but one thought: “Who shall roll 
away the stone from the door of the sepulcher for us?” (Mark 16:1-3; Luke 24:1). And therefore, on not 
finding the body, Mary Magdalene was sorrowful and complained: “They have taken away my Lord, 
and I know not where they have laid Him” (John 20:13). On hearing the good news from the angel, the 
women fled from the sepulcher in fear and trembling: “Neither said they anything to any man, for they 
were afraid” (Mark 16:8). And when they spoke no one believed them, in the same way as no one had 
believed Mary, who saw the Lord, or the disciples as they walked on their way into the country, (Mark 
16:13), and who recognized Him in the breaking of bread. “And afterward He appeared unto the Eleven 
as they sat at meat, and upbraided them with their unbelief and hardness of heart, because they believed 
not them who had seen Him after He was risen” (Mark 16:10-14). 
 

From whence comes this “hardness of heart” and hesitation? Why were their eyes so “holden,” why 
were the disciples so much afraid of the news, and why did the Easter joy so slowly, and with such 
difficulty, enter the Apostles’ hearts? Did not they, who were with Him from the beginning, “from the 
baptism of John,” see all the signs of power which He performed before the face of the whole people? 
The lame walked, the blind saw, the dead were raised, and all infirmities were healed. Did they not 
behold, only a week earlier, how He raised by His word Lazarus from the dead, who had already been 
in the grave for four days? Why then was it so strange to them that the Master had arisen Himself? How 
was it that they came to forget that which the Lord used to tell them on many occasions, that after 
suffering and death He would arise on the third day? 
 

The mystery of the Apostles’ “unbelief” is partly disclosed in the narrative of the Gospel: “But we trusted 
that it had been He which should have redeemed Israel,” with disillusionment and complaint said the 
two disciples to their mysterious Companion on the way to Emmaus (Luke 24:21). They meant: He was 
betrayed, condemned to death and crucified. The news of the Resurrection brought by the women only 
“astonished” them. They still wait for an earthly triumph, for an external victory. The same temptation 
possesses their hearts, which first prevented them from accepting “the preaching of the Cross” and 
made them argue every time the Savior tried to reveal His mystery to them. “Ought not Christ to have 
suffered these things and to enter into His glory?” (Luke 24:26). It was still difficult to understand this. 
He had the power to arise, why did He allow what that had happened to take place at all? Why did He 
take upon Himself disgrace, blasphemy and wounds? In the eyes of all Jerusalem, amidst the vast 
crowds assembled for the Great Feast, He was condemned and suffered a shameful death. And now He 
enters not into the Holy City, neither to the people which beheld His shame and death, nor to the High 
Priests and elders, nor to Pilate—so that He might make their crime obvious and smite their pride. 
Instead, He sends His disciples away to remote Galilee and appears to them there. Even much earlier 
the disciples wondered, “How is it that Thou wilt manifest Thyself unto us, and not unto the world?” 
(John 14:22). Their wonder continues, and even on the day of His glorious Ascension the Apostles 
question the Lord, “Lord, wilt Thou at this time restore again the kingdom to Israel?” (Acts 1:6). They 
still did not comprehend the meaning of His Resurrection, they did not understand what it meant that 
He was “ascending” to the Father. Their eyes were opened but later, when “the promise of the Father” 
had been fulfilled. 
 

In the Ascension resides the meaning and the fullness of Christ’s Resurrection. 
 



The Lord did not rise in order to return again to the fleshly order of life, so as to live again and commune 
with the disciples and the multitudes by means of preaching and miracles. Now he does not even stay 
with them, but only “appears” to them during the forty days, from time to time, and always in a 
miraculous and mysterious manner. “He was not always with them now, as He was before the 
Resurrection,” comments Saint John Chrysostom. “He came and again disappeared, thus leading them 
on to higher conceptions. He no longer permitted them to continue in their former relationship toward 
Him, but took effectual measures to secure these two objects: That the fact of His Resurrection should 
be believed, and that He Himself should be ever after apprehended to be greater than man.” There was 
something new and unusual in His person (cf. John 21:1-14). As Saint John Chrysostom says, “It was 
not an open presence, but a certain testimony of the fact that He was present.” That is why the disciples 
were confused and frightened. Christ arose not in the same way as those who were restored to life before 
Him. Theirs was a resurrection for a time, and they returned to life in the same body, which was subject 
to death and corruption—returned to the previous mode of life. But Christ arose forever, unto eternity. 
He arose in a body of glory, immortal and incorruptible. He arose, never to die, for “He clothed the 
mortal in the splendor of incorruption.” His glorified Body was already exempt from the fleshly order 
of existence. “It is sown in corruption, it is raised in incorruption. It is sown in dishonor, it is raised in 
glory. It is sown in weakness, it is raised in power. It is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body” 
(I Cor. 15:42-44). This mysterious transformation of human bodies, of which Saint Paul was speaking 
in the case of our Lord, had been accomplished in three days. Christ’s work on earth was accomplished. 
He had suffered, was dead and buried, and now rose to a higher mode of existence. By His Resurrection 
He abolished and destroyed death, abolished the law of corruption, “and raised with Himself the whole 
race of Adam.” Christ has risen, and now “no dead are left in the grave” (cf. The Easter Sermon of Saint 
John Chrysostom). And now He ascends to the Father, yet He does not “go away,” but abides with the 
faithful for ever (cf. The Kontakion of Ascension). For He raises the very earth with Him to heaven, and 
even higher than any heaven. God’s power, in the phrase of Saint John Chrysostom, “manifests itself 
not only in the Resurrection, but in something much stronger.” For “He was received up into heaven, 
and sat on the right hand of God” (Mark 16:19). 
 

And with Christ, man’s nature ascends also. 
 

“We who seemed unworthy of the earth, are now raised to heaven,” says Saint John Chrysostom. “We 
who were unworthy of earthly dominion have been raised to the Kingdom on high, have ascended 
higher than heaven, have come to occupy the King’s throne, and the same nature from which the angels 
guarded Paradise, stopped not until it ascended to the throne of the Lord.” By His Ascension the Lord 
not only opened to man the entrance to heaven, not only appeared before the face of God on our behalf 
and for our sake, but likewise “transferred man” to the high places. “He honored them He loved by 
putting them close to the Father.” God quickened and raised us together with Christ, as Saint Paul says, 
“and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus” (Ephes. 2:6). Heaven received the 
inhabitants of the earth. “The First fruits of them that slept” sits now on high, and in Him all creation 
is summed up and bound together. “The earth rejoices in mystery, and the heavens are filled with joy.” 
“The terrible ascent....” Terror-stricken and trembling stand the angelic hosts, contemplating the 
Ascension of Christ. And trembling they ask each other, “What is this vision? One who is man in 
appearance ascends in His body higher than the heavens, as God.” 
 

Thus, the Office for the Feast of the Ascension depicts the mystery in a poetical language. As on the day 
of Christ’s Nativity the earth was astonished on beholding God in the flesh, so now the Heavens do 
tremble and cry out. “The Lord of Hosts, Who reigns over all, Who is Himself the head of all, Who is 
preeminent in all things, Who has reinstated creation in its former order—He is the King of Glory.” And 
the heavenly doors are opened: “Open, Oh heavenly gates, and receive God in the flesh.” It is an open 
allusion to Psalms 24:7-10, now prophetically interpreted. “Lift up your heads, Oh ye gates, and be lifted 
up, ye everlasting doors, and the King of Glory shall come in. Who is this King of glory? The Lord strong 
and mighty....” Saint Chrysostom says, “Now the angels have received that for which they have long 
waited, the archangels see that for which they have long thirsted. They have seen our nature shining on 



the King’s throne, glistening with glory and eternal beauty.... Therefore, they descend in order to see 
the unusual and marvelous vision: Man appearing in heaven.” 
 

The Ascension is the token of Pentecost, the sign of its coming, “The Lord has ascended to heaven and 
will send the Comforter to the world” 
 

For the Holy Spirit was not yet in the world, until Jesus was glorified. And the Lord Himself told the 
disciples, “If I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you” (John 16:7). The gifts of the Spirit 
are “gifts of reconciliation,” a seal of an accomplished salvation and of the ultimate reunion of the world 
with God. And this was accomplished only in the Ascension. “And one saw miracles follow miracles,” 
says Saint John Chrysostom, “ten days prior to this our nature ascended to the King’s throne, while 
today the Holy Ghost has descended on to our nature.” The joy of the Ascension lies in the promise of 
the Spirit. “Thou didst give joy to Thy disciples by a promise of the Holy Spirit.” The victory of Christ is 
wrought in us by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 

“On high is His body, here below with us is His Spirit. And so we have His token on high, that is His 
body, which He received from us, and here below we have His Spirit with us. Heaven received the Holy 
Body, and the earth accepted the Holy Spirit. Christ came and sent the Spirit. He ascended, and with 
Him our body ascended also” (Saint John Chrysostom). The revelation of the Holy Trinity was 
completed. Now the Spirit Comforter is poured forth on all flesh. “Hence comes foreknowledge of the 
future, understanding of mysteries, apprehension of what is hidden, distribution of good gifts, the 
heavenly citizenship, a place in the chorus of angels, joy without end, abiding in God, the being made 
like to God, and, highest of all, the being made God!” (Saint Basil, On the Holy Spirit, IX). Beginning 
with the Apostles, and through communion with them—by an unbroken succession—Grace is spread to 
all believers. Through renewal and glorification in the Ascended Christ, man’s nature became receptive 
of the spirit. “And unto the world He gives quickening forces through His human body,” says Bishop 
Theophanes. “He holds it completely in Himself and penetrates it with His strength, out of Himself; 
and He likewise draws the angels to Himself through the spirit of man, giving them space for action and 
thus making them blessed.” All this is done through the Church, which is “the Body of Christ;” that is, 
His “fullness” (Ephesians 1:23). “The Church is the fulfillment of Christ,” continues Bishop Theophanes, 
“perhaps in the same way as the tree is the fulfillment of the seed. That which is contained in the seed 
in a contracted form receives its development in the tree.” 
 

The very existence of the Church is the fruit of the Ascension. It is in the Church that man’s nature is 
truly ascended to the Divine heights. “And gave Him to be Head over all things” (Ephesians 1:22). Saint 
John Chrysostom comments: “Amazing! Look again, whither He has raised the Church. As though He 
were lifting it up by some engine, He has raised it up to a vast height, and set it on yonder throne; for 
where the Head is, there is the body also. There is no interval of separation between the Head and the 
body; for were there a separation, then would the one no longer be a body, nor would the other any 
longer be a Head.” The whole race of men is to follow Christ, even in His ultimate exaltation, “to follow 
in His train.” Within the Church, through an acquisition of the Spirit in the fellowship of Sacraments, 
the Ascension continues still, and will continue until the measure is full. “Only then shall the Head be 
filled up, when the body is rendered perfect, when we are knit together and united,” concludes Saint 
John Chrysostom. 
 

The Ascension is a sign and token of the Second Coming. “This same Jesus, which is taken up from you 
into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen Him go into heaven” (Acts 1:11). 
 

The mystery of God’s Providence will be accomplished in the Return of the Risen Lord. In the fulfillment 
of time, Christ’s kingly power will be revealed and spread over the whole of faithful mankind. Christ 
bequeathes the Kingdom to the whole of the faithful. “And I appoint unto you a Kingdom as My Father 
has appointed unto me. That ye may eat and drink at My table in My Kingdom, and sit on thrones 
judging the twelve tribes of Israel” (Luke 22:29-30). Those who followed Him faithfully will sit with 
Him on their thrones on the day of His coming. “To him that overcomes will I grant to sit with Me in 



My throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with My Father in His throne” (Rev. 3:21). 
Salvation will be consummated in the Glory. “Conceive to yourself the throne, the royal throne, conceive 
the immensity of the privilege. This, at least if we chose, might more avail to startle us, yea, even than 
hell itself” (Saint John Chrysostom). 
 

We should tremble more at the thought of that abundant Glory which is appointed unto the redeemed, 
than at the thought of the eternal darkness. “Think near Whom Thy Head is seated....” Or rather, Who 
is the Head. In very truth, “wondrous and terrible is Thy divine ascension from the mountain, O Giver 
of Life.” A terrible and wondrous height is the King’s throne. In face of this height all flesh stands silent, 
in awe and trembling. “He has Himself descended to the lowest depths of humiliation, and raised up 
man to the height of exaltation.” 
 

What then should we do? “If thou art the body of Christ, bear the Cross, for He bore it” (Saint John 
Chrysostom). 
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