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EPISTLE: 2 Timothy 3:10-15  

Timothy my son: You have carefully followed 

my doctrine, manner of life, purpose, faith, 

longsuffering, love, perseverance, persecutions, 

afflictions, which happened to me at Antioch, at 

Iconium, at Lystra – what persecutions I 

endured. And out of them all the Lord delivered 

me. Yes, and all who desire to live godly in 

Christ Jesus will suffer persecution. But evil 

men and impostors will grow worse and worse, 

deceiving and being deceived. But you must 

continue in the things which you have learned 

and been assured of, knowing from whom you 

have learned them, and that from childhood 

you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are 

able to make you wise for salvation through 

faith which is in Christ Jesus. 

GOSPEL: Luke 18:10-14 

The Lord spoke this parable: “Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a 

tax collector. The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, ‘God, I thank You that I am not like 

other men – extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this tax collector. I fast twice a week; I give 
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tithes of all that I possess.’ And the tax collector, standing afar off, would not so much as raise his eyes 

to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me a sinner!’ I tell you, this man went down 

to his house justified rather than the other; for everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he 

who humbles himself will be exalted.” 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
FOR YOUR PRAYERS  
 

Tina Rindfleisch & Tony Monastra, 524 Woodshire Ln., Apt. E11, Naples, FL 34105; Greg 
Twarek, 117 Lucien Drive, Marblehead, OH 43440 Patti Owens, 311 Woodbridge Road 

Vermilion, OH 44089; Irene Vangeloff, 3580 Shaw Ave., Apt. 305, Cincinnati, OH 45208 Tel.: (513) 
376-9693 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

FEBRUARY REPOSED 

 

Helen Hritsko (1908) No date provided; Alexandra Brendza (1909) No date provided; Steve 
Danchisen (1909) No date provided; 2- Nancy Pipenur (2018); 5- Peter Kowal (2004); 6- 

Steve Michael Mazur (1970); 6- Elizabeth Kravetz Mc Mahon (1984); 12- Glenn Schoonmaker (2002); 
12- Lawrence Beck (2018); 14- Rose Polosky (1953); 17- Stanley Guzy (1986); 17- Ed Vangeloff (2025); 
20- Linda Sue Alber & infant (1969); 20- Dc. Mike Cinalli (2020); 21- Mary Tomka Matso (1956); 21- 
John Richard Elchisco (2021); 22- Metro Mazur (1973); 22- Marguerite Bird (2022); 23- George 
Elchisco Sr. (1961); 23- Tom Twarek (2024); 26- Elizabeth Millie (1998); 29- Mary Uka Kosteary 
(1996) 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
PRAYER LIST 
 

Parishioners & Family: Greg Twarek / Amber Twarek / Richard Williams / Christine Twarek / Tony 
Monastra / Alvin Foland / Delaine Ward (Ron Royhab’s sister) / Rachel and her newborn baby / 

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE FOR THE WEEK 
 
MON. Feb 2 MEETING OF CHRIST IN THE TEMPLE; Heb 7:7-17, Lk 2:22-40 

 

9:10 AM  HOURS  
9:30 AM  DIVINE LITURGY  

 

TUE. Feb 3   Afterfeast of the Meeting, Holy, Righteous Simeon the God-Receiver;  
2 Peter 2:9-22, Mk 13:14-23 

 

WED. Feb 4 Afterfeast of the Meeting, Venerable Isidore of Pelusium;  
2 Peter 3:1-18, Mk 13:24-31 
 

THU. Feb 5   Afterfeast of the Meeting, Martyr Agatha; 1 John 1:8-2;6, Mk 13:31-14:2 
 

FRI. Feb 6 Afterfeast of the Meeting, Saint Bucolus, Bishop of Smyrna;  
1 John 2:7-17, Mk 14:3-9 

 

SAT. Feb 7   Afterfeast of the Meeting, Saint Parthenios; 2 Tim:3-1-9, Lk 20:46-21:4 
 

4:00 PM  VESPERS 
 

SUN. Feb 8  35th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST, Sunday of the Prodigal Son,  
Tone 2  

 

9:10 AM  HOURS  
9:30 AM  DIVINE LITURGY Followed by Coffee Hour 



Danielle and her unborn baby / Kristen Cassell / Laura DeKemper / Tom Hileman / Cliff & Kathy 
Ruggles / Sandra / Renee Haynal / Sharon Shaheen (Patti Owen’s sister) / Heidi Golob / Ron & Bobbie 
Royhab /Rodney Clevenger / Jennifer Heffernan / Pam / Jim Twarek / Ed Garrity / Patti Owens / 
Barbara Wroblewski / Michal Tomáš / Helena Tomášová / Ruth Sheller / Carol / David Martin / Fred 
Soski / Irene Vangeloff / Sonja Rose / James Bargdill / Carole Conaway/ Gary Conaway / Sharon 
Dietrich / Michael Glovinsky / Shirley Gresh / Betty Kovach / Child Stella Miller / William Pipenur / 
Helen Jean Rofkar / George Royhab / Marianne Royhab / Kathy Jacob / the child Bodhi Cassell / Gleice, 
Sophie & Chloe / Carol / Nora.  
 

Other Requests: Jim Rinaldo / Roy / Greg / Patty Wandover / Russ M. / Suzeann / Laura Engler / 
Robin (Niece of Kathy Ruggles)  / Catechumen Sessely / Catechumen Daniel / Catechumen Adam / 
Catechumen Joshua / Catechumen Stephanie / Catechumen Max / Catechumen Michael / Catechumen 
Sharon / Steve Rohweder / Nicole Williams / John Couture / Ann Turinsky / Marcia / Catechumen 
Blake Shoemaker / Linkoln Paull / Matushka Melania / Sharyn Osborne / Amy / Bill Byrnes / Susanne 
/ Charles Schlett / Kathy Debevits / Anthony / Archpriest Ján Čižmár / Archpriest David Lis / 
Archpriest Emilian & Matushka Laryssa Hutnyan / Donald Gresh / Mark Ludvik / Robert Piznar / 
William / Rick Rowe / Chris.  
 

Military: Craig Cassell / Jake Ellithorpe / Jordon Fulton / Justin Issler / Tikhon / Nicholas / & All 
Military 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

VIGILS FOR JANUARY 25  
 

Laura Kovach 3 For health and/or healing of Tina R., Greg T., Lindsay & Janet, Jerry 
Z., Patti O., Deb F., Tony M., Russ M, Burt K., Bobbie & Ron R., Peggy S., Brenda T., Betty 
K., Margaret M., Mark M., Dana M., Bodhi C. 
Special Intentions         

 

Sandy Martin 1 Special intentions 
 

Natalie Twarek 8  Health and recovery of Greg, Amber, Tina and  Dina ,  For the health of Fr Peter & 
Matushka Michelle,   For the health and recovery of Richard, Patty, Cathy, Patti, Laura, Kathy & Cliff, 
Irene,  Ron & Bobbie, Rodney, Betty, Carol, Kayla, Pam, Jim,  Heidi, Wayne, Peggy, Marcia, Health and 
healing for Father’s parents Michal & Helena and Matushka’s mom Barbara, and Walter, For the health 
of Elaine, Christine, Jen, Tony, Father David, Carole, Gary, Sharon, Sonya, Margi & Joe, MaryAnn & 
Bob, Bodhi, Stella, Jake, Pat, Special Intentions  
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

FEBRUARY CANDLE SPONSORS  
 

Altar Candles: Fr. Peter and Mat. Michelle, For Health and God’s Blessings for Barbara 
Wroblewski, and Michal & Helena Tomáš ($50); Chandelier: Available ($50); Eternal 
Light & Icon Screen: Available ($25); Candles at the Cross: Laura Kovach, In memory 
of my dad Steven and birthday memory of my mom Margaret ($20); Candles at St. Tikhon 
Icon: Available ($20) 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
READERS LIST  
 

Sunday Feb 1 – Tim 
Sunday Feb 8 – Tim 
Sunday Feb 15 – Joe 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
ATTENDANCE  
 

01/24 Vespers, 13 attending; 01/25 Divine Liturgy, 6 attending;  

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 



FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES   
 

4 – Patti Owens; 5 – Christi Soski; 11 – Dan Maciejewski; 14 – Sandy Martin; 16 – David 
Mazurik; 22 – Wayne Golob; 24 – Sonya Rose; 25 – Heidi Golob * 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
CLEANING SCHEDULE    
 

Feb 2, Stephanie 
Feb 9, Greg 
Feb 16, Roddie & David 
Feb 23, Natalie 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
CHARITY OF THE MONTH  
 

“St. Vladmir's Seminary” is the charity we donate to for the month of February. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
UP-COMING EVENTS IN OUR PARISH – MARK YOUR CALENDAR  

Feb 2nd   MEETING OF OUR LORD IN THE TEMPLE (Monday) – Blessing of candles  
 

Feb 5th   Monthly social 6:00 pm at Wave Lakeside Dining 
 

Feb 14th   Memorial Saturday (Saturday) 
 

Feb 23rd   Beginning of the Great Fast (Monday) 
 

Apr 5th   Palm Sunday (Sunday) 
 

Apr 12th   HOLY PASCHA (Sunday) 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

COFFEE HOUR SPONSOR LIST 

 

Jan 25– Teri & Fred Cassell  
Feb 1–  Dan & Sessely 
Feb 8 – Parish Potluck 
Feb 15 – Meatless Parish Potluck 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
MIDWINTER FEAST 
 

Saint Mary Byzantine Catholic Church will hold their Midwinter Feast on February 14, 2026   - 
Valentine's Day from 6:00 PM -9:00 PM at Saint Mary Byzantine Catholic Church Hall, 506 East Main 
Street, Marblehead, Ohio. Dinner will include Charcuterie and Cheese, Seared Airline Chicken Breast, 
Rice Pilaf, Salad, Fresh vegetables, Chocolate brownie with whipped Cream. Music/Entertainment and 
Silent Auction. $50.00 per person   BYOB. Call 419-626-0375 before FEB. 9th FOR RESERVATIONS. 
Proceeds to Church Building Fund. Any questions or concerns, please call 419-357-3758. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 

Sunday of the Publican and the Pharisee  
Beginning of the Lenten Triodion 
Commemorated on February 1   
 

The Sunday after the Sunday of Zacchaeus is devoted to the Publican and the 
Pharisee. At Vespers the night before, the Triodion (the liturgical book used in the 
services of Great Lent) begins. 
 

Two men went to the Temple to pray. One was a Pharisee who scrupulously observed the requirements 
of religion: he prayed, fasted, and contributed money to the Temple. These are very good things, and 
should be imitated by anyone who loves God. We who may not fulfill these requirements as well as the 



Pharisee did should not feel entitled to criticize him for being faithful. His sin was in looking down on 
the Publican and feeling justified because of his external religious observances. 
 

The second man was a Publican, a tax-collector who was despised by the people. He, however, displayed 
humility, and this humility justified him before God (Luke 18:14). 
 

The lesson to be learned is that we possess neither the Pharisee’s religious piety, nor the Publican’s 
repentance, through which we can be saved. We are called to see ourselves as we really are in the light 
of Christ’s teaching, asking Him to be merciful to us, deliver us from sin, and to lead us on the path of 
salvation. 
 

Two weeks before the beginning of the Fast, as part of our preparation for Great Lent, Holy Week, and 
Pascha, the Church prescribes the reading of Saint Mark's Gospel. From Monday to Friday the focus is 
on the end times, and the Savior's death and burial. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 

The Meeting of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ in the Temple 
Commemorated on February 2   
  
The Meeting of our Lord God and Savior Jesus Christ is described in the third Gospel 
(Luke 2:22-40). Forty days after His birth the Divine Child was brought to the 
Temple at Jerusalem to be presented to the Lord. According to the Law of Moses (Lev. 
12:2-8), a woman who gave birth to a male child was forbidden to enter the Temple 
for forty days. At the end of the time of her purification, the mother went to the 
Temple with the child, to offer a young lamb, two turtledoves, or pigeons to the Lord 
as a sacrifice. The Most Holy Virgin had no need of purification, since she had given 

birth to the Source of purity and sanctity. Out of humility, however, she fulfilled the requirements of 
the Law. 
 

At this time the righteous Elder Simeon (February 3) was living in Jerusalem. It had been revealed to 
him that he would not die until he beheld the promised Messiah. By divine inspiration, Saint Simeon 
went to the Temple at the very moment when the Most Holy Theotokos and Saint Joseph had brought 
the Child Jesus to fulfill the Law. 
 

Saint Simeon received the divine Child in his arms,1 and giving thanks to God, he spoke the words 
repeated by the Church each evening at Vespers: “Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace, 
according to Thy word, for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the 
face of all people, a light to enlighten the Gentiles, and the glory of Thy people Israel” (Luke 2:29-32). 
Saint Simeon said to the Most Holy Virgin: “Behold, this child is set for the fall and rising again of many 
in Israel, and for a sign which shall be spoken against. Yea, a sword shall pierce through your own soul 
also, that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed” (Luke 2:34-35). 
 

At the Temple was an 84-year-old widow, Saint Anna the Prophetess, the daughter of Phanuel 
(February 3), “who did not leave the temple, but served God with fasting and prayers night and day." 
She arrived just when Saint Simeon met the Divine Child. She also gave thanks to the Lord and spoke 
of Him to all those who were looking for redemption of Jerusalem” (Luke 2:38). In the icon of the Feast 
she holds a scroll which reads: “This Child has established Heaven and earth.” 
 

Before Christ was born, the righteous men and women lived by faith in the promised Messiah, and 
awaited His coming. The Righteous Simeon and the Prophetess Anna, the last righteous persons of the 
Old Testament, were deemed worthy to meet Him in the Temple. 
 

The Feast of the Meeting of the Lord is among the most ancient feasts of the Christian Church. We have 
sermons by the holy bishops Methodios of Patara (+ 312), Cyril of Jerusalem (+ 360), Gregory the 
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Theologian (+ 389), Amphilokhios of Iconium (+ 394), Gregory of Nyssa (+ 400), and John Chrysostom 
(+ 407). Despite its early origin, this Feast was not celebrated so splendidly until the VI century. 
 

In 528, during the reign of Justinian, an earthquake killed many people in Antioch. Other misfortunes 
followed this one. In 541 a terrible plague broke out in Constantinople, carrying off several thousand 
people each day. During this time of widespread suffering, a solemn prayer service (Litia) for 
deliverence from evils was celebrated on the Feast of the Meeting of the Lord, and the plague ceased. 
Giving thanks to God, the Church established a more solemn celebration of this Feast. 
 

Church hymnographers have adorned this Feast with their hymns: Saint Andrew of Crete in the VII 
century; Saint Cosmas Bishop of Maium, Saint John of Damascus, and Saint Germanus Patriarch of 
Constantinople in the VIII century; and Saint Joseph, Archbishop of Thessaloniki in the IX century. 
 

Today we also commemorate the Icon of the Most Holy Theotokos known as “the Softening of Evil 
Hearts” or “Simeon’s Prophecy.” The Mother of God is depicted without her Child, and seven swords 
piercing her breast: three from the left side, three from the right, and one from below. 
 

A similar Icon, “Of the Seven Swords” (August 13) shows three swords on the left side and four from 
the right. The "Softening of Evil Hearts” Is also commemorated on August 13. 
 

The Icon “Simeon’s Prophecy” symbolizes the fulfillment of the prophecy of the righteous Elder Simeon: 
“a sword shall pierce through your own soul” (Luke 2:35). 
 

In Constantinople, the Emperors would celebrate the Feast Day at the Blakhernae church during the 
All-Night Vigil. This custom continued until the Fall of the Byzantine Empire. 

 
1 For this reason, he is known as the God-Receiver (Θεοδόχος). 
 



 
 


