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Holy Assumption Orthodox Church is a parish of the Orthodox Church in America,
Diocese of the Midwest

[ NOVEMBER 16, 2025 ] [ TWENTY THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST ]

EPISTLE: Ephesians 2:4-10

o e
Brethren: God, who is rich in mercy, THE €00D SAHARITAN

because of His great love with which He
loved us, even when we were dead in
trespasses, made us alive together with
Christ (by grace you have been saved), and

raised us up together, and made us sit
together in the heavenly places in Christ

Jesus, that in the ages to come He might
show the exceeding riches of His grace in
His kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For
by grace, you have been saved through
faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the
gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should
boast. For we are His workmanship,

created in Christ Jesus for good works,

which God prepared beforehand that we Jesus as Good Samaritan

should walk in them.

EPISTLE: 1 Corinthians 4:9-16

Brethren: I think that God has displayed us, the apostles, last, as men condemned to death; for we have
been made a spectacle to the world, both to angels and to men. We are fools for Christ’s sake, but you
are wise in Christ! We are weak, but you are strong! You are distinguished, but we are dishonored! To
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the present hour we both hunger and thirst, and we are poorly clothed, and beaten, and homeless. And
we labor, working with our own hands. Being reviled, we bless; being persecuted, we endure; being
defamed, we entreat. We have been made as the filth of the world, the offscouring of all things until
now. I do not write these things to shame you, but as my beloved children I warn you. For though you
might have ten thousand instructors in Christ, yet you do not have many fathers; for in Christ Jesus I
have begotten you through the gospel. Therefore I urge you, imitate me.

GOSPEL: 1Kk 10:25-37

At that time, a certain lawyer stood up and tested Him, saying, “Teacher, what shall I do to inherit
eternal life?” He said to him, “What is written in the law? What is your reading of it?” So, he answered

(134

and said, “*You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your
strength, and with all your mind,” and ‘your neighbor as yourself.” And He said to him, “You have
answered rightly; do this and you will live.” But he, wanting to justify himself, said to Jesus, “And who
is my neighbor?” Then Jesus answered and said: “A certain man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho,
and fell among thieves, who stripped him of his clothing, wounded him, and departed, leaving him half
dead. Now by chance a certain priest came down that road. And when he saw him, he passed by on the
other side. Likewise, a Levite, when he arrived at the place, came and looked, and passed by on the other
side. But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he was. And when he saw him, he had
compassion. So, he went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine; and he set him on
his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him. On the next day, when he departed, he
took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said to him, ‘Take care of him; and whatever
more you spend, when I come again, I will repay you.” So, which of these three do you think was
neighbor to him who fell among the thieves?” And he said, “He who showed mercy on him.” Then Jesus
said to him, “Go and do likewise.”

GOSPEL: Mt 9:9-13

At that time, As Jesus passed on from there, He saw a man named Matthew sitting at the tax office. And
He said to him, “Follow Me.” So, he arose and followed Him. Now it happened, as Jesus sat at the table
in the house, that behold, many tax collectors and sinners came and sat down with Him and His
disciples. And when the Pharisees saw it, they said to His disciples, “Why does your Teacher eat with
tax collectors and sinners?” When Jesus heard that, He said to them, “Those who are well have no need
of a physician, but those who are sick. But go and learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy and not
sacrifice.” For I did not come to call the righteous, but sinners, to repentance.”

«(’:"a FOR YOUR PRAYERS

Tony Monastra, 2119 Willow Cove, Marblehead, OH 43440; Bobbie Royhab, 148
Cottage Cove Drive, Marblehead, OH 43440; Patti Owens, 311 Woodbridge Road
Vermilion, OH 44089; Irene Vangeloff, 3580 Shaw Ave., Apt. 305, Cincinnati, OH 45208 Tel.: (513)

376-9693




LITURGICAL SCHEDULE FOR THE WEEK

MON. Nov 17 Saint Gregory the Wonderworker; 1 Thess. 2:20-3:8, Lk 14:12-15
TUE. Nov 18 Martyrs Platon and Romanus; 1 Thess. 3:9-13, Lk 14:25-35
WED. Nov 19 Prophet Obadiah; 1 Thess. 4:1-12, Lk 15:1-10

THU. Nov 20 Venerable Gregory the Decapolite; 1 Thess. 5:1-8, Lk 16:1-9

6:00 PM VESPERS

FRI. Nov 21 Entry of the Most Holy Theotokos into the Temple;
Heb 9:1-7, Lk 10:38-42, 11:27-28

9:10 AM HOURS
9:30 AM DIVINE LITURGY Followed by Coffee Social

6:00 PM AKATHIST in Preparation for the Nativity of our Lord,
followed by the Lesser Blessing of the Water and a lesson on Orthodoxy

SAT. Nov 22 Apostles of the Seventy Philemon, Archippus and Martyr Apphia;
2 Cor 11: 1-6, Lk 9:57-62

4:00 PM VESPERS
SUN. Nov 23 24th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST, Tone 7

9:10 AM HOURS
9:30 AM DIVINE LITURGY Followed by Coffee Social

NOVEMBER REPOSED

Mary Hritsko (1948) No date provided; Anna Holodnak (1951) No date provided; John Danchisen
(1951) No date provided; Michael Guzy (1927) No date provided; Mary Lou Hobson (2015) No date
provided; 1-Peter Felenchak (1974); 2- Donald Sennich (1994); 3- Marian Glovinsky (2001); 5-
Margaret Pietropolo (2009); 5- Dan Opritza (2021) 5- Joseph Guzy (1974); 6- William Rentz (2018);
6- Michael Chemorov (2019); 8- Ann G Stretchberry (2003); 8- Anne Catherine Glovinsky (2004); 9-
Ann Golob (No year recorded); 9- Robley Blackford (2021); 18- Archpriest George Timko (2000)
Former Pastor; 19- Evelyn Biecheler (2002); 19- Frances (Nancy B. mom) (2019); 19- Orestes Mihaly
No year provided; 21- Ann S. Ratica (1991); 22- Joann Carender No year provided; 22- Mary Dziak
(2024); 23- George Michael Elchisco (2016); 23- Violet Bargdill (1995); 26- Janet Elchisko (2018);
28- Anna Grabonsky (1972); 29-Alexander Mazur (2003)

PRAYER LIST

Parishioners & Family: Tony Manastra / Alvin Foland / Delaine Ward (Ron Royhab’s sister) /
Rachel and her unborn baby / Kristen Cassell / Laura DeKemper / Tom Hileman / Cliff & Kathy Ruggles
/ Sandra / Renee Haynal / Sharon Shaheen (Patti Owen’s sister) / Norb / Heidi Golob / Ron & Bobbie
Royhab /Rodney Clevenger / Jennifer Heffernan / Pam / Jim Twarek / Ed Garrity / Patti Owens /
Barbara Wroblewski / Michal Tomas / Helena Tomasova / Ruth Sheller / Carol / David Martin / Fred
Soski / Irene Vangeloff / Sonja Rose / James Bargdill / Carole Conaway/ Gary Conaway / Sharon
Dietrich / Michael Glovinsky / Shirley Gresh / Betty Kovach / Child Stella Miller / William Pipenur /
Helen Jean Rofkar / George Royhab / Marianne Royhab / Kathy Jacob / the child Bodhi Cassell / Gleice,
Sophie & Chloe / Carol / Nora.



Other Requests: Russ M. / Suzeann / Laura Engler / Robin (Niece of Kathy Ruggles) / Catechumen
Sessely / Catechumen Daniel / Catechumen Adam / Steve Rohweder / Nicole Williams / John Couture
/ Don / Ann Turinsky / Marcia / Sarah King / Catechumen Blake Shoemaker / Linkoln Paull /
Matushka Melania / Sharyn Osborne / Christine Zahm / Amy / Bill Byrnes / Susanne / Charles Schlett
/ Kathy Debevits / Maxwell Chaney / Anthony / Archpriest Jan CiZmar / Archpriest David Lis /
Archpriest Emilian & Matushka Laryssa Hutnyan / Donald Gresh / Mark Ludvik / Robert Piznar /
William / Rick Rowe / Chris.

Military: Craig Cassell / Jake Ellithorpe / Jordon Fulton / Justin Issler / Tikhon / Nicholas / & All
Military

NOVEMBER CANDLE SPONSORS
g Altar Candles: Joe & Valerie Schutt, Holy Assumption Orthodox Church Clergy &
i

Congregation ($50); Chandelier: Joe & Valerie Schutt, In memory of Violet
Bargdill (November 25, 1995) ($50); Eternal Light & Icon Screen: Available ($25);
: Candles at the Cross: Laura Kovach, Birthday blessings to Madelyn, Amanda, Andrew, and
Betty; and in memory of Uncle Alex ($20); Candles at St. Tikhon Icon: Fr. Peter and Mat. Michelle,
For Health and God’s Blessings for Barbara Wroblewski, and Michal & Helena Tomas ($20)

VIGILS FOR NOV 9

. Susan Guzy 1 In memory of Basil, For the health of Father Peter, Ron & Bobbie, Russ,
| Patty, Irene, Matushka Melania, Matushka Michelle, Gary

Laura Kovach 3 For health and/or healing of Tony M., Russ M., Martha B., Barbara D., Matushka
Michelle, Burt K., Debbie F., Bobbie R., Peggy S., Alex M., Nick S., Brenda T., Matushka Melania, Ron
R., Betty K., Margaret M., Hannah S., Mark M., Dana M., Bodhi C., Irene V, and Heidi G.

Memory Eternal to Basil Glovinsky and Roland Wahlers

Wedding blessings and many years to Nancy and Wayne

Sandy Martin 2 In loving memory of Billy, Special Intentions
Ron & Bobbie Royhab 1 God's healing for Krista Chemrov

Natalie Twarek 10 Memory Eternal for Basil, For the health of Fr Peter, God's blessings to Nancy &
Wayne on the occasion of their wedding, God's grace and strength for Nikki, Sean and family, For the
health of Matushka Michelle, For the health & recovery of Matushka Melania, For the health and
recovery of Laura, Kathy & Cliff, Basil, Irene, Ron & Bobbie, Rodney, Betty, Carol, Kayla, Pam, Jim,
Heidi, Wayne, Peggy, Marcia, Health and healing for Father’s parents Michal & Helena and Matushka’s
mom Barbara, and Walter, For the health of Jen, Tina,Tony, Father David, Carole, Gary, Sharon, Sonya,
Margi & Joe, MaryAnn & Bob, Bodhi, Stella, Jake, Pat, special intentions

NEW CATECHUMENS IN OUR PARISH

i
i
i
Ged Grant
You Many Years!

We wish to express our best wishes and ask Our Lord to bless our new Catechumens
| Josh & Stephanie Bundren and their son Max, and Mike & Sharon Cole

| who were received to the Catechumenate today before the Divine Liturgy. May Our
Lord and God grant them long life, good health, peace, and happiness for Many Happy and Blessed
Years! Na Mnogaya Leta!

ATTENDANCE

11/09 Divine Liturgy, 31 attending (5 guests)




B¢ NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES
W HA P

%
@é"‘; 16 — Valerie Schutt; 17 — Cole Heffernan; 17 — Roddie Mazurik; 30 — Victoria Voloschuk

e CHARITY OF THE MONTH

%T& “St. Herman's House” is the charity we donate to for the month of November.

CHARITY OF THE MONTH

UP-COMING EVENTS IN OUR PARISH — MARK YOUR CALENDAR
Nov 215t — Entry of the Theotokos into the Temple (Friday)

Nov 215t — AKATHIST in Preparation for the Nativity of our Lord, followed by the
lesson on Orthodoxy

Dec 6th —  Saint Nicholas the Wonderworker, Archbishop of Myra in Lycia (Saturday)
Dec 7th —  Archpastoral Visit of His Eminence +Daniel (Sunday)
Dec 14th — Memorial Service for +Basil Glovinsky — 40th Day (Sunday)

READERS LIST

Sunday Nov 16 — Joe
Sunday Nov 23 — Tim

s COFFEE HOUR SPONSOR LIST

m Nov 16 - Natalia & Ryan (Fasting)
Nov 23 - Jean (Fasting)
Nov 30 - Danielle & Josh (Fasting)

Please sign up to host coffee hour. Signup sheet is located in the Social Hall.

SUNDAY OFFERING
Sunday, November 9, 2025
Tithe $1,282.00
Donations $ 46.00
Candles $ 93.00
Vigils $ 115.00
Holy Day Donation $ 25.00
Incense & Charcoal Donation $ 5.00
St Herman’s House $ 100.00
Candles at St. Tikhon $ 20.00
Building Restoration $2.300.00
Total: $3,986.00

May the Lord reward you for your financial and spiritual support!

CHURCH MONTLY INCOME AND EXPENSES

Month of SEPTEMBER 2025

Church Donation income was $ 7,958.00
Church Operating Expenses totaled $13,788.95
net loss of -$ 5,830.95



CLEANING SCHEDULE

Nov 17, Jean
Nov 24, Laura
Dec 1, Stephanie
Dec 8, Sandy

PLEASE NOTE: If there is anyone who is interested in joining the weekly rotation to clean the church,
please see Laura and let her know. Currently, everyone on the rotation cleans 5 times a year. With
additional names, it would be even less often. We thank you in advance for your consideration and
help!

A THANKYOU NOTE RECEIVED

Our parish received a Thank you note with the following text: A sincere thank you for
" your gifts of kind words, donations to the church and food for Basil’s luncheon. The

szngmg of the choir for Panikhida and his funeral was so nice. We’re sure he was happy seeing so

many in church. He appreciated every visit that was received in his home.

Tim Glovinsky

Mary and Dan Grieger

A THANKYOU NOTE RECEIVED

We would like to express our sincere thank you to Alexandr Manastirli, for his time and
talent used to repair the ceiling of the rectory kitchen, as well as installing the new door in
the rectory and staining and sealing the rails to the basement of the rectory. May Our Lord and God
bless him and his family with good health and grant them all Many Years! Mnogaya Leta!

PLEASE HELP YOUR HUNGRY NEIGHBOURS

As we begin the Nativity Fasting period, one of the fasting disciplines is “almsgiving.” It

e would be very honorable if we can collect some non-perishable food, toiletries, paper

2«;«::5:::; products etc. for the needy in our community. If you are so inclined, please bring the items

to our social hall and place them on the table. We will deliver the collected food and items

to the food pantry or charitable organization in our area. We will also have a second “special collection”

for the needy during the next few Sundays. Please, try to open your heart and help your needy neighbor.
We thank you in advance for your care and generosity!

O Y Y e e Y Co S e Y
: M Apostle and Evangelist Matthew

Commemorated on ment. May the Lors and God bless him for his generosity and grant

to him anf his family Many Years! Mnopgaya Leta!

The Holy Apostle and Evangelist Matthew, was also named Levi (Mark 2:14; Luke
5:27); he was one of the Twelve Apostles (Mark 3:18; Luke 6:45; Acts 1:13), and
was brother of the Apostle James Alphaeus (Mark 2:14). He was a publican, or
tax-collector for Rome, in a time when the Jews were under the rule of the Roman
Empire. He lived in the Galilean city of Capernaum. When Matthew heard the
voice of Jesus Christ: “Come, follow Me” (Mt. 9:9), he left everything and followed
the Savior. Christ and His disciples did not refuse Matthew’s invitation and they
visited his house, where they shared table with the publican’s friends and
acquaintances. Like the host, they were also publicans and known sinners. This event disturbed the
pharisees and scribes a great deal.



https://www.oca.org/saints/lives/2025/11/08

Publicans who collected taxes from their countrymen did this with great profit for themselves. Usually
greedy and cruel people, the Jews considered them pernicious betrayers of their country and religion.
The word “publican” for the Jews had the connotation of “public sinner” and “idol-worshipper.” To even
speak with a tax-collector was considered a sin, and to associate with one was defilement. But the
Jewish teachers were not able to comprehend that the Lord had “come to call not the righteous, but
sinners to repentance” (Mt. 9:13).

Matthew, acknowledging his sinfulness, repaid fourfold anyone he had cheated, and he distributed his
remaining possessions to the poor, and he followed after Christ with the other apostles. Saint Matthew
was attentive to the instructions of the Divine Teacher, he beheld His innumerable miracles, he went
together with the Twelve Apostles preaching to “the lost sheep of the house of Israel” (Mt. 10:6). He was
a witness to the suffering, death, and Resurrection of the Savior, and of His glorious Ascension into
Heaven.

Having received the grace of the Holy Spirit, which descended upon the Apostles on the day of Pentecost,
Saint Matthew preached in Palestine for several years. At the request of the Jewish converts at
Jerusalem, the holy Apostle Matthew wrote his Gospel describing the earthly life of the Savior, before
leaving to preach the Gospel in faraway lands.

In the order of the books of the New Testament, the Gospel of Matthew comes first. Palestine is said to
be the place where the Gospel was written. Saint Matthew wrote in Aramaic, and then it was translated
into Greek. The Aramaic text has not survived, but many of the linguistic and cultural-historical
peculiarities of the Greek translation give indications of it.

The Apostle Matthew preached among people who were awaiting the Messiah. His Gospel manifests
itself as a vivid proof that Jesus Christ is the Messiah foretold by the prophets, and that there would not
be another (Mt. 11:3).

The preaching and deeds of the Savior are presented by the evangelist in three divisions, constituting
three aspects of the service of the Messiah: as Prophet and Law-Giver (Ch. 5-7), Lord over the world
both visible and invisible (Ch. 8-25), and finally as High Priest offered as Sacrifice for the sins of all
mankind (Ch. 26-27).

The theological content of the Gospel, besides the Christological themes, includes also the teaching
about the Kingdom of God and about the Church, which the Lord sets forth in parables about the inner
preparation for entering into the Kingdom (Ch. 5-7), about the worthiness of servers of the Church in
the world (Ch. 10-11), about the signs of the Kingdom and its growth in the souls of mankind (Ch. 13),
about the humility and simplicity of the inheritors of the Kingdom (Mt. 18:1-35; 19 13-30; 20:1-16; 25-
27; 23:1-28), and about the eschatological revelations of the Kingdom in the Second Coming of Christ
within the daily spiritual life of the Church (Ch. 24-25).

The Kingdom of Heaven and the Church are closely interconnected in the spiritual experience of
Christianity: the Church is the historical embodiment of the Kingdom of Heaven in the world, and the
Kingdom of Heaven is the Church of Christ in its eschatological perfection (Mt. 16:18-19; 28:18-20).

The holy Apostle brought the Gospel of Christ to Syria, Media, Persia, Parthia, and finishing his
preaching in Ethiopia with a martyr’s death. This land was inhabited by tribes of cannibals with
primitive customs and beliefs. The holy Apostle Matthew converted some of the idol-worshippers to
faith in Christ. He founded the Church and built a temple in the city of Mirmena, establishing there his
companion Platon as bishop.

When the holy apostle was fervently entreating God for the conversion of the Ethiopians the Lord
Himself appeared to him in the form of a youth. He gave him a staff, and commanded him to plant it at
the doors of the church. The Lord said that a tree would grow from this staff and it would bear fruit,



and from its roots would flow a stream of water. When the Ethiopians washed themselves in the water
and ate the fruit, they lost their wild ways and became gentle and good.

When the holy apostle carried the staff towards the church, he was met by the wife and son of the ruler
of the land, Fulvian, who were afflicted by unclean spirits. In the Name of Christ the holy apostle healed
them. This miracle converted a number of the pagans to the Lord. But the ruler did not want his subjects
to become Christians and cease worshiping the pagan gods. He accused the apostle of sorcery and gave
orders to execute him.

They put Saint Matthew head downwards, piled up brushwood and ignited it. When the fire flared up,
everyone then saw that the fire did not harm Saint Matthew. Then Fulvian gave orders to add more
wood to the fire, and frenzied with boldness, he commanded to set up twelve idols around the fire. But
the flames melted the idols and flared up toward Fulvian. The frightened Ethiopian turned to the saint
with an entreaty for mercy, and by the prayer of the martyr the flame went out. The body of the holy
apostle remained unharmed, and he departed to the Lord.

The ruler Fulvian deeply repented of his deed, but still he had doubts. By his command, they put the
body of Saint Matthew into an iron coffin and threw it into the sea. In doing this Fulvian said that if the
God of Matthew would preserve the body of the apostle in the water as He preserved him in the fire,
then this would be proper reason to worship this One True God.

That night the Apostle Matthew appeared to Bishop Platon in a dream, and commanded him to go with
clergy to the shore of the sea and to find his body there. The righteous Fulvian and his retinue went with
the bishop to the shore of the sea. The coffin carried by the waves was taken to the church built by the
apostle. Then Fulvian begged forgiveness of the holy Apostle Matthew, after which Bishop Platon
baptized him, giving him the name Matthew in obedience to a command of God.

Soon Saint Fulvian-Matthew abdicated his rule and became a presbyter. Upon the death of Bishop
Platon, the Apostle Matthew appeared to him and exhorted him to head the Ethiopian Church. Having
become a bishop, Saint Fulvian-Matthew toiled at preaching the Word of God, continuing the work of
his heavenly patron.
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458 8 Miracles of Archangel Michael
. by Foma Magazine editorial board

Throughout history, Archangel Michael has been a source of divine
protection and miraculous intervention. Some of his miracles have been
preserved through ancient tradition, while others have occurred in more
recent times. Though it is 1mposs1ble to recount them all, here are eight
remarkable storles that demonstrate how the Messenger of God remains a steadfast protector of those
who love the Lord.

The Miracle of Archangel Michael in Chonae (Colossae)

Archangel Michael and the Miracle in Chonae

In the 4th century, a dramatic event unfolded in Chonae (formerly Colossae), where pagans conspired
to destroy a church dedicated to Archangel Michael. They diverted the waters of two mountain rivers,
intending to flood and demolish the sacred building. Just as disaster seemed imminent, Archangel
Michael appeared, striking the rock with his spear and creating a cleft that redirected the rushing waters.
The church was spared.

This miracle not only saved the church but also inspired its very construction. According to legend,
Michael had appeared earlier to a pagan man, revealing how his mute daughter could be healed. After
following the instructions and witnessing her miraculous cure, the father converted to Christianity and



built the church in gratitude. To commemorate this event, the Church established a feast day on 6 (19)
September.

The Miracle of Archangel Michael in Rome

Castel Sant’Angelo in Rome: Featuring the sculpture of Archangel Michael on its rooftop

In the year 590, a devastating plague swept through Italy, claiming countless lives, including that of
Pope Pelagius II. His successor, Saint Gregory the Dialogist, called for repentance and prayer, leading
public processions to seek God’s mercy.

During one such procession, Saint Gregory witnessed Archangel Michael above the dome of Emperor
Hadrian’s mausoleum, sheathing his sword—a sign that the prayers of the people had been heard. The
plague soon ended, and the mausoleum was renamed Castel Sant’Angelo (Castle of the Holy Angel). To
this day, a statue of the Archangel atop the structure serves as a reminder of his intervention.

The Miracle at Docheiariou Monastery

Docheiariou Monastery: The monastery and a statue of Archangel Michael

In the 11th century, a young man discovered the location of a hidden treasure and decided to donate it
to the Athonite monastery of Docheiariou. However, some monks succumbed to greed and plotted to
murder the young man to seize the treasure. They threw him into the sea with a stone tied around his
neck.

But Archangel Michael, accompanied by the Guardian Angel (or, according to some sources, Archangel
Gabriel), appeared amidst the waves and carried the young man to the monastery church. The treasure
was restored to the monastery, and the young man later became a monk, eventually serving as its abbot
and being glorified as Saint Barnabas of Docheiariou.

Another miracle occurred at the monastery in the 13th century when the Archangels revealed the
location of a fresh water spring, alleviating the monks’ severe water shortage.
The Miracle in Veliky Novgorod

In early spring of 1238, the Tatar-Mongol army, led by Batu Khan, approached Veliky Novgorod. Then,
unexpectedly, they turned away without attacking. Historians have speculated about their reasons—
spring floods, logistical changes—but Orthodox tradition offers a spiritual explanation.

According to the Venerable Paphnutius of Borovsk, the Archangel Michael himself protected the city.
Batu Khan later admitted that when he saw an icon of the Archangel on a church wall in Kiev, he
recognized the figure who had warned him away from Veliky Novgorod.

The Apparition of Archangel Michael during the Siege of the Trinity-Sergius Lavra
Cathedral of Archangel Michael, Trinity-Sergius Lavra

During the Time of Troubles, the Trinity-Sergius Lavra faced a dire siege lasting fifteen months. In 1608,
on the Feast of the Synaxis of All Heavenly Forces (8 (21) November), Polish-Lithuanian forces
supporting False Dmitry II bombarded the monastery. Cannonballs shattered doors and icons,
including one of Archangel Michael.

As Vespers continued under the thunder of cannon fire, Archimandrite Joasaph witnessed a vision of
Archangel Michael. Radiant and holding a scepter, he warned the enemy: “Soon, Almighty God will take
vengeance on you.”

This vision renewed the defenders’ faith, and despite overwhelming odds, the Lavra endured and was
never captured.

The Miracles of Archangel Michael in Mandamados



Archangel Michael of Mandamados: Image from the monastery on the island of Lesvos

On the island of Lesvos, in the village of Mandamados, stands a monastery dedicated to Archangel
Michael, drawing countless pilgrims seeking his intercession. One of the earliest miracles associated
with this sacred site occurred in the 11th century (or, by some accounts, the 15th century).

According to legend, the monastery was attacked by pirates (or foreign invaders) who slaughtered all
the monks except for a single novice. Hiding in fear, the novice was discovered, and as the attackers
prepared to kill him, a mighty angel suddenly appeared, striking fear into the invaders and saving the
young man’s life.

The novice buried his fellow monks and, using clay mixed with their blood, fashioned a relief image of
Archangel Michael’s face to honor his savior. This remarkable icon remains in the monastery to this
day, continuing to inspire devotion and miraculous stories.

The monastery preserves accounts of Archangel Michael’s interventions. These include the miraculous
survival of a soldier during the Cyprus conflict in 1963, the heavenly presence during a child’s difficult
surgery, and the restoration of a family member to the faith after falling into a sect. These and many
other stories testify to the Archangel’s timeless role as a protector and intercessor.

Miracles of Archangel Michael during the Great Patriotic War Archangel Michael: Icon dated 1300.
Tretyakov Gallery

Numerous accounts of miraculous deliverance during the Great Patriotic War credit Archangel Michael
as the source of divine intervention.

One story, published in an Irkutsk journal, tells of Lyudmila Shamonina’s grandfather, a frontline
soldier whose wife sewed an icon of Archangel Michael into the back of his shirt, near his heart. During
battle, a bullet struck the area but missed the holy image, saving his life. The blood-stained icon was
preserved by the family as a cherished reminder of the Archangel’s protection.

Nun Lucina (Polishchuk), herself a wartime pilot, recounted a conversation in 1985 with Mikhail
Devyataev, a fighter pilot and Hero of the Soviet Union. In February 1945, Devyataev escaped a German
concentration camp with several comrades by commandeering a bomber plane. Reflecting on this
extraordinary feat, he revealed that an angel often appeared to him during his captivity and was present
on the day of their escape. Devyataev later recounted that the angel, who had been guiding him, said:
“You are Michael, and I am Michael,” referring to the shared name with the Archangel and his guidance
during what he described as an “escape from hell.”

The Miraculous Healing of Abbess Taisia
Holy Righteous John of Kronstadt and Abbess Taisia (Solopova)

In 1883, Abbess Taisia (Solopova), the superior of the Leushinsky women’s community, faced immense
trials. Struggling against injustice, slander, and the burdens of leadership, she suffered a stroke at the
age of 40, leaving her paralyzed for several months.

In her darkest moment, bedridden and in despair, she experienced a vision of Archangel Michael.
During a sleepless night, an angel appeared before her holding an icon and, after a brief conversation,
blessed her, saying: “Go with God to the monastery; the Archangel will be with you.”

To the astonishment of her novice companion, the next morning Taisia was able to rise, wash, dress
herself, and continue her journey to Leushino. Her miraculous recovery allowed her to transform the
monastery into a thriving spiritual center. Reflecting on this event, Abbess Taisia later said: “I believed
that the Archangel himself was accompanying me, and my soul was at peace.”



