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7 September – Twelfth Sunday after  Pentecost; Forefeast of the Nativity of the Theotokos; Tone 3 
   9:15AM…………..Third Hour 
   9:30AM…………..Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom followed by the Parastas for John Tara 
             at the request of his daughter Judy Hritsko on the anniversary of his falling asleep – 7 September.  
 

8 September – NATIVITY OF THE MOST HOLY THEOTOKOS AND EVER-VIRGIN, MARY 
   9:30AM…………..Divine L iturgy of St. John Chrysostom 
 

13 September – Cornelius the Centur ion and Martyr ; Forefeast of the Elevation of the Cross 
   4:00PM…………..Great Vespers with Old Testament Readings and Litya 
   4:45PM…………..The Mystery of Holy Confession                            
 

14 September – The Elevation of the Precious and L ife-giving Cross; Tone 4 
   9:15AM…………..Third Hour 
   9:30AM…………..Divine L iturgy of St. John Chrysostom 
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With the Gospel reading for today, we find ourselves in Book Five of Matthew’s gospel; the events narrated in 
this book cover a period of eight days from our Lord’s entrance into Jerusalem until the Resurrection.  Matthew presents 
in Chapter 19 several different ‘states of life’  which will be confronted by the Cross – today that of the rich man. 

Matthew does not tell us at the beginning that the eager inquirer is a rich young man.  His youth (which can range 
between 24 and 40 years) is mentioned in verses 20 and 22, and his riches are disclosed only at the end of the story.  
Things do not start off well; the inquirer addresses Jesus as ‘ teacher,’  the title used by unbelievers.  He asks about doing a 
good deed, perhaps reflecting Jewish piety, which sought to do good deeds beyond the strict demands of the Mosaic Law 
to ensure entrance into Heaven.  The man speaks in very Johannine terms of ‘eternal life’ ; as the subsequent verses show, 
having eternal life is equivalent to entering into life, being perfect, entering the Kingdom, and being saved.  In Mark, 
Jesus answers gruffly: ‘Why do you call Me good?’  Matthew removes such a scandalous statement from his version, 
making ‘good’  the object of the inquiry.  Reverently, Matthew avoids naming God in the allusion to the great Jewish 
prayer, the Sh� má (‘One there is who is good’  alludes to Deuteronomy 6:4).  In both Mark and Matthew, though, the point 
is not the dogmatic question of Jesus’  sinlessness.  Rather, Jesus’  rebuke aims at deflecting the idle flattery of a superficial 
admirer and raising the young man’s mind to more serious issues.  The good God has expressed His will for goodness in 
the Commandments.  That the inquirer has to ask which commandments does not augur well, though the relative 
importance of various commandments was a subject of debate among the rabbis.  Jesus cites the second table of the 
Decalogue, in the order of fifth, sixth, seventh, eighth, and fourth. Matthew then adds the command of love of neighbor 
from Leviticus 19:18.  Love of neighbor acts as the criterion for interpreting all other commands in the Mosaic Law.  And 
yet, as we shall see, it is still part of the Mosaic Law; it is not the last word on how one enters life. 

Half-proud, half-disillusioned, the young man protests that he has kept all these commands (Matthew drops 
Mark’s ‘ from my youth,’  since for Matthew the man is still young.)  We have no reason to suppose that the young man is 
lying when he says this.  He has observed all, including the law of love.  Yet he senses that he still lacks something.  
Jesus’  use of the ‘maieutic’  method has brought him to pose the question Himself.  At this point Matthew typically omits 
Mark’s moving detail that Jesus looked on the man with love. To the man’s question Jesus replies with a phrase that plays 
on a number of meanings: If you would be teleios [RSV: ‘perfect’ ].  Teleios can mean mature as opposed to young; it 
could also express the completeness which the young man says he lacks.  But Matthew, with his Old Testament 
background, understands teleios in terms of whole-hearted, complete dedication to God.  It does not mean perfection in 
the sense of some mystic ideal possible only in a cloister, nor does it mean a higher form of morality or evangelical 
counsel to which only some Christians are called.  ‘ If you wish to be perfect’  is parallel to ‘ if you wish to enter into life’  
and means the same thing.  We are dealing with the basic requirements for salvation, requirements incumbent on all.  
Matthew is not teaching a two-tier morality of commandments for the masses and counsels for the elite. 
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These are scenes of three of the buildings at Holy Dormition Monastery in Rives Junction, Michigan.  This Orthodox 
Women’s Monastery in the Romanian Diocese of the OCA offers guests opportunities to come for retreats, seminars on 
Orthodoxy and for their annual pilgrimage on the Great Feast of the Dormition of the Most Holy Theotokos.  
 Mother Gabriella, the Abbess, is a most gracious host and very welcoming to the many visitors who make their 
way to the monastery throughout the year. 
 Not only do they host retreats and educational seminars, they also bake prosfora for parishes (we have been using 
their prosfora for the last seven weeks), accept commissions to write icons for individuals and churches, and make 
liturgical vestments. 
 We have recently received a gift from the estate of Anna Mazurik of $1,000.00 which will be used as partial 
payment for a handmade plashchanitsa of the Dormition.  Mother Gabriella, on behalf of Mother Olympia the 
iconographer of the monastery as graciously accepted a commission from us for this project, which will total $1,500.00. 
The resulting shroud will be approximately the size of our shroud of our Lord resting in the tomb. 
 Since our parish Feast Day is the Dormition, Holy Assumption has the right to hold the special services of the 
Burial of the Most Holy Theotokos.  These services are very similar to those of Good Friday.  It is our hope that we will 
have this new Plashchanitsa in time for our celebration of the Dormition in 2009.  
 I heartily encourage all of you to make a visit to Holy Dormition Monastery to spend a few hours or even a few 
days resting, praying, and enjoying the peace of this sacred place. 
�

�

Parish Council Meeting – Thursday 11 September 
 

Not that the preparation and hard work of hosting the 2008 Halupki Festival are behind us, we will resume the 
normal monthly meetings of the Parish Council.  We will begin promptly at 6:00PM! 
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Sophia Jump – Erie County Home (Alzheimer’s Unit). 
Alison – continuing physical rehabilitation from corrective leg surgery 
Debra Wadkins – continuing to mend; no sign of cancer at the present time 
Diane Tryon – continuing kidney treatment 
M iss Taylor  Wilhite – 4th grade student at Danbury with leukemia (at home recovering from bone marrow transplant) 
Rosemar ie Todd – infant with neuroblastoma 
James Jump – in treatment for cancer. 
George Collier  – undergoing treatment for leukemia (friend of Tom (Doug) Haulund) 
Julia Guzy – recuperating at home 
Mary Karniotis – recovering from Chemotherapy (Grandmother of Stephanie Kowal) 
Dennis M ilano – (brother-in-law of Wayne Joseph Golob) 
M ichael Monak – (nephew of Jean & Basil Glovinsky) recovering from leg reconstructive surgery  
Janice Trzeciak – undergoing Chemotherapy (request from Kathy Kane, friend of Fr. David) 
Kather ine Cobbledick – Aged 13, recovering from surgery for a brain tumor. 
Judy Hr itsko – recuperating from heart catherization and the implanting of a defibrillator 
Marsha Zukak – friend of Susan Guzy 
Rodney Clevenger  – in recovery from surgery to correct a blocked artery (Roddie Mazurik’s dad) 
Basil Glovinsky – recovering from successful knee replacement surgery 
Fr . David Hannes – recovering from emergency angioplasty 
Peter  Hr itsko – in treatment for a heart ailment 
Nate M iller  – recovering from injuries due to a motorcycle accident 
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 I believe all of you know that I am an active participant in the activities of our local clergy association.  
In fact, last year I was elected Coordinator of the group and continue to serve it in that capacity this year. 
Several of us exchange bulletins as a way of keeping each other informed between meetings of the events and 
activities of our individual churches.  I currently receive the monthlies from Pastor Kay Cox of the First United 
Church of Christ, and from Pastor Christine Young of St. John’s and St. Paul’s Lutheran Churches.  
 What follows is an article written by Pastor Kay Cox in her July Monthly.  I was so impressed with it, 
that I not only wrote her a letter of support for the article, but also received from her permission to reprint it in 
our PARISH WEEKLY.  I hope you find it as edifying as I did. 
 

 
 

 

OCA News! 
 

From Wednesday 3 September through to Friday 5 September, the Holy Synod of Bishops of the 
Orthodox Church in American and the Metropolitan Council of the Church met both jointly and in separate 
sessions.  The primary purpose of these meetings was to receive and review the final report of the Special 
Investigative Committee charged by the Holy Synod to fully investigate the allegations of financial malfeasance 
on the part of members of the Chancery Staff in Syosset, New York.  The full text of these reports and various 
appendences, upon review, were posted on the website of the OCA for the review of all the members of the 
Church. 

The following are some of the key reports and actions that have taken place thus far. 
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• Holds entire OCA administrative structure  
  responsible  

• Recommends " discipline"  for  5 persons by name  
   2 Metropolitans (+Theodosius, + Herman) 
   2 former  Treasurers (Frs. Kucynda &  Oselinsky)  
   Former  Comptroller  (Fr . Str ikis)  

• Unanimous Repor t released in full on OCA.org following presentation  to Synod and Metropolitan Council 
• Recommends +Herman resign, retire or  be deposed.  

Ten months of investigation into the OCA scandal by the Special Investigative Committee (SIC) came to fruition today as Bishop 
Benjamin of San Francisco presented the Committee©s findings in a 32-page Report (with 67 pages of appendices) to an historic joint 
meeting of the Synod of Bishops and Metropolitan Council this morning in Syosset.  

The Report - containing both findings, short and long term recommendations - is a devastating indictment of the former and current 
Metropolitan©s administrations.  
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Posted 09/04 

SYOSSET, NY [OCA Communications] -- The Holy Synod of Bishops of the Orthodox Church in America, meeting at the OCA 
Chancery in Oyster Bay Cove, NY, on Thursday, September 4, 2008, issued the following statement. 
 
“On September 4, 2008, The Holy Synod of Bishops received a letter from His Beatitude, Metropolitan HERMAN.  In this letter, His 
Beatitude asks for Retirement, effective immediately, ©in the best interests of The Orthodox Church in America, and taking into 
consideration the current condition of my health.©   “Effective this date, The Holy Synod of Bishops grants His Beatitude’s request to 
retire from the Office of Metropolitan of All America and Canada of the Orthodox Church in America.  “The Holy Synod of Bishops 
resolves that, in retirement, the title will be ‘Former Archbishop of Washington and New York, Metropolitan of All America and 
Canada.’   “The Holy Synod of Bishops expresses to His Beatitude, Metropolitan HERMAN, their fraternal love and gratitude for his 
Archpastoral labors.   
 
“The Holy Synod of Bishops resolves that His Eminence, DMITRI, Archbishop of Dallas and the South, be Locum tenens of The 
Orthodox Church in America.  In liturgical commemorations, in the Litanies, he is to be commemorated in this manner: ©For His 
Eminence, Archbishop DMITRI, for His Grace, our Bishop [N]...©  At the Great Entrance and at ©Among the first...,© he is to be 
commemorated in this manner:  ©His Eminence, DMITRI, Archbishop of Dallas and the South, Locum tenens of the Metropolitan 
See...©" 
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Posted 09/04 

SYOSSET, NY [OCA Communications] -- The Holy Synod of Bishops of the Orthodox Church in America issued the following 
statement on Thursday, September 4, 2008, regarding His Beatitude, Metropolitan Theodosius, Retired Archbishop of Washington, 
Metropolitan of All America and Canada. 
 
“The Holy Synod of Bishops received the recommendation of the Special Investigating Committee regarding His Beatitude, 
Metropolitan Theodosius.  The Holy Synod of Bishops of The Orthodox Church in America, meeting at the Chancery of the Orthodox 
Church in America in Oyster Bay Cove, New York, on September 4, 2008, resolved that His Beatitude, Metropolitan Theodosius be 
restricted to attending, and celebrating the Divine Services, when invited, at the Church of St. John the Baptist, Canonsburg, 
Pennsylvania, henceforth.”  
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Posted 09/05 

SYOSSET, NY [OCA Communications] -- On Friday, September 5, 2008, the Holy Synod of Bishops and Metropolitan Council of 
the Orthodox Church in America unanimously approved the following joint statement for publication. 
 
“The Holy Synod and Metropolitan Council, acknowledging the report of the Special Investigating Committee and the facts made 
clear therein, humbly apologize to the Church and all those who were harmed by these events.  We recognize our failure to act upon 
information provided to us, and to demand accountability and openness from each other and from those in our employ.  We commit 
ourselves to building a culture within the Church which fosters communication, transparency and personal responsibility.  We also 
wish to offer our profound apology to Mr. John Kozey, former Chair of the OCA Audit Committee. We commend his tireless attempts 
to bring the facts of this matter to light. For his efforts, he was rebuffed, marginalized and mistreated. We are deeply sorry for this 
mistreatment.  We know that trust must be re-built, and pray you will be encouraged by our actions from now as we move decisively 
to correct the mistakes of the past and ensure they do not take place again.”  
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Posted 09/04 

SYOSSET, NY [OCA Communications] -- On Thursday, September 4, 2008, the Holy Synod of Bishops of the Orthodox Church in 
America issued the following statement. 
 
“The Holy Synod of Bishops of the Orthodox Church in America resolved that His Eminence, SERAPHIM, Archbishop of Ottawa 
and Canada be the Administrator of the Metropolitan See to assist the Locum tenens, effective September 4, 2008.”  
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Posted 09/04 

SYOSSET, NY [OCA Communications] – On Thursday, September 4, 2008, the Holy Synod of Bishops of the Orthodox Church in 
America issued the following statement. 
 
“On September 4, 2008, the Holy Synod of Bishops of The Orthodox Church in America elected Archimandrite Jonah (Paffhausen) to 
be Bishop of Fort Worth, and Auxiliary Bishop of the Diocese of the South.  “Details regarding the consecration of Bishop-elect Jonah 
will be announced later.”  
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Greetings from Elizabeth Wharry and Family!  
 
I received the following email from Elizabeth Wharry, and wanted to share it with you in this issue of the 
PARISH WEEKLY: 
 

“Just a quick and respectful hello to all there.  All is well here in Wichita, Kansas.  Found a home parish, St. 
Mary Orthodox.  Still smoke free since May of 2006, Thanks be to God!  The boys are both well, Jacob starts 
Kindergarten August 18th, Joseph is in the third grade.  Both boys are active in their dad’s church.  God bless. E. 
 
 

, � � ��� ��
	 � �, � � � � ���, � � ��� ��
	 � �, � � � � ���, � � ��� ��
	 � �, � � � � ���, � � ��� ��
	 � �, � � � � ��� ����
 

Habitat for Humanity of Ottawa County is currently looking for interested people to be a part of the Habitat 
Team.  Team volunteers are needed to help in the following areas: Family Selection, Family Support, Church 
Relations, PR/Fundraising, and Site Selection.  If you are interested in being a part of the Habitat Team, please 
contact the Habitat Office at 419-734-7074 
 
 

Rocky Ridge Volunteer Fire Department 
is sponsoring a Chicken BBQ Dinner on September 14th from 11:30 a.m. -?   The BBQ will be held at 
St. John Lutheran Church of Rocky Ridge. Eat in or carry out. 1/2 Chicken Dinner - $8.00. Matching Funds 
from Thrivent Ottawa County Chapter 30011.  St. John’s is located at 450 Rocky Ridge Road, Rocky Ridge, 
Ohio. 
 
 

� �� � � �� � � � 	 �� �� � � �� � � � 	 �� �� � � �� � � � 	 �� �� � � �� � � � 	 �



 �� � � �
 � ��� ��� �� ���� � �� � � ��� � �� �� � � � �� � � ��� � � �
 � ��� ��� �� ���� � �� � � ��� � �� �� � � � �� � � ��� � � �
 � ��� ��� �� ���� � �� � � ��� � �� �� � � � �� � � ��� � � �
 � ��� ��� �� ���� � �� � � ��� � �� �� � � � �� � � � ����
 

On Monday at 9:30AM we will celebrate the Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom for our 
commemoration of the Nativity of the Most Holy Theotokos and ever-Virgin Mary.  As a parish under her 
special protection since we hold as our Patronal feast day the commemoration of her Dormition, I encourage all 
of you whose schedules permit to join us for this liturgy. 

“The Nativity of Our Most Holy Lady Theotokos and Ever Virgin Mary: The Most Holy Virgin Mary was born at 
a time when people had reached such a degree of moral decay that it seemed altogether impossible to restore them. People 
often said that God must come into the world to restore faith and not permit the ruin of mankind.    

The Son of God chose to take on human nature for the salvation of mankind, and chose as His Mother the All-
Pure Virgin Mary, who alone was worthy to give birth to the Source of purity and holiness.   

The Nativity of Our Most Holy Lady Theotokos and Ever Virgin Mary is celebrated by the Church as a day of 
universal joy. Within the context of the Old and the New Testaments, the Most Blessed Virgin Mary was born on this 
radiant day, having been chosen before the ages by Divine Providence to bring about the Mystery of the Incarnation of the 
Word of God. She is revealed as the Mother of the Savior of the World, Our Lord Jesus Christ.   

The Most Holy Virgin Mary was born in the small city of Galilee, Nazareth. Her parents were Righteous Joachim 
of the tribe of the Prophet-King David, and Anna from the tribe of the First Priest Aaron. The couple was without child, 
since St Anna was barren.   

Having reached old age, Joachim and Anna did not lose hope in God©s mercy. They had strong faith that for God 
everything is possible, and that He would be able to overcome the barrenness of Anna even in her old age, as He had once 
overcame the barrenness of Sarah, spouse of the Patriarch Abraham. Sts Joachim and Anna vowed to dedicate the child 
which the Lord might give them, to the service of God in the Temple.   

Childlessness was considered among the Hebrew nation as a Divine punishment for sin, and therefore the 
righteous Sts Joachim and Anna had to endure abuse from their own countrymen. On one of the feast days at the Temple 
in Jerusalem the elderly Joachim brought his sacrifice to offer to God, but the High Priest would not accept it, considering 
him to be unworthy since he was childless.   

St Joachim in deep grief went into the wilderness, and there he prayed with tears to the Lord for a child. St Anna 
wept bitterly when she learned what had happened at the Jerusalem Temple. Never once did she complain against the 
Lord, but rather she prayed to ask God©s mercy on her family.   

The Lord fulfilled her petitions when the pious couple had attained to extreme old age and prepared themselves 
by virtuous life for a sublime calling: to be the parents of the Most Holy Virgin Mary, the future Mother of the Lord Jesus 
Christ.   

The Archangel Gabriel brought Joachim and Anna the joyous message that their prayers were heard by God and 
of them would be born a most blessed daughter Mary, through Whom would come the Salvation of all the World.    

The Most Holy Virgin Mary surpassed in purity and virtue not only all mankind, but also the angels. She was 
manifest as the living Temple of God, so the Church sings in its festal hymns: "the East Gate... bringing Christ into the 
world for the salvation of our souls" (2nd Stikhera on "Lord, I Have Cried", Tone 6).   

The Nativity of the Theotokos marks the change of the times when the great and comforting promises of God for 
the salvation of the human race from slavery to the devil are about to be fulfilled. This event has brought to earth the grace 
of the Kingdom of God, a Kingdom of Truth, piety, virtue and everlasting life. The Theotokos is revealed to all of us by 
grace as a merciful Intercessor and Mother, to Whom we have recourse with filial devotion. 
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