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28 September — Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost; Chariton the Confessor; Tone 6
9:15AM ... Third Hour
9:30AM .............. DivineLiturgy of St. John Chrysostom followed by the Parastas for the Blessed Repose
of Peter Rindfleisch at the request of his sister Tina Rindfleisch. (2™ Anniversary: 9/19)

1 October — The Protection of the Most Holy Theotokos and ever-Virgin Mary
(Tuesday Evening)
6:00PM............... Great Vesperswith Old Testament Readingsand Litya

4 October — The Hieromartyr Hierotheos, Bishop of Athens
- NO SERVICES TODAY -

5 October — Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost; The Martyr Charitina of Amisus; Tone 7
9:15AM.............. Third Hour
9:30AM............... DivineLiturgy of St. John Chrysostom
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Prior to today’ s reading, Luke in an earlier passage “ defined the Church as the new Israel.” He now turns his
attention to “its fundamental characteristics. In adiscourse which includes many of the sayings found in Matthew’s
Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5-7), he begins by presenting an ethical synthesis of life in the new Isragl.

The discourse differs from most of the other discoursesin Luke, which are occasioned by specific sets of
circumstances and deal with particular problems. Luke's concern in verses 20b thru 49 israther with the general stance
and attitudes which underlie al Christian life and behavior. Accordingly, it isnot presented as a response to a special
problem but as a genera statement to al disciples who are called to extend and continue Jesus’ work of teaching and
healing, and to the people who will come to them as they had come to Him and who will form the new Israel.”

Today’ s reading fallsinto that section in Luke which can be said to be address as a Message to the People. In this
section, verses 27 thru 38, in which we find both a number of sayings and a number of parables. In them Jesus
“digtinguishes the attitudes and the behavior of those who accept His teachings from the life of sinners.

The sayings emphasize two points: love of one’s enemies and generosity in giving. It isnot enough to love those
who love us or to give to those who can be expected to reciprocate. Such love and such giving are no greater than those
of sinners. Nor can love remain merely a matter of attitude; it must be trandated into action, and thisisreferred to as
‘doing good.” Concretely, the primary way of doing good isto give to others, especially to the needy who must beg or
who are reduced to stealing. Sensitivity to the poor and the sharing of goods, both of which will emerge as Christian
idedls, are thusinscribed in the ethic of the new Isradl.

In these matters, Jesus provides arule of thumb: we must do to others as we would have them do to us.
Ultimately, however, the norm is God’ s own goodness, which does not discriminate between those who love Him and
those who do not. Only in this way will we truly be God’ s sons expressing the merciful love of our Father. Actually, the
rule and measure which we apply in dealing with others will be applied for us.”

From New Testament Message: Luke, by Eugene LaVerdiere, S.S.S., Michael Glazier Inc., Wilmington, DE (1980)

&= “For the Service of Thy House, O Lord...”

Reader Schedule: Cleaning Crew:

For the week of September 28: David Mazurik Roddie Mazurik

For the week of October 5: Michad Mazurik Sandy Martin, Jennifer Hale, Zach and Cole
For the week of October  12: Natalie Twarek Jean and Tim Glovinsky

For the week of October  19: Timothy Glovinsky Julia and Susan Guzy

For the week of October  26: Wayne Joseph Golob Laura Kovach
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Marguerite Bird (1)

Janice Timko (1) In memory of my precious parents, Sophia and Peter Monak, “Vechnaya Pamyat!”.

Twarek Family (5) In memory of Stan M cCumber; Birthday blessingsto Nikki (9/25); Birthday blessings to Amber;
Birthday blessings to Greg; Birthday blessings to Father David; For the health of Father Pavel.
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Sophia Jump — Erie County Home (Alzheimer’s Unit).

Alison — continuing physical rehabilitation from corrective leg surgery

Debra Wadkins — continuing to mend; no sign of cancer at the present time

Diane Tryon — continuing kidney treatment

Miss Taylor Wilhite — 4™ grade student at Danbury with leukemia (at home recovering from bone marrow transplant)
Rosemarie Todd — infant with neuroblastoma

James Jump —in treatment for cancer.

George Coallier —undergoing treatment for leukemia (friend of Tom (Doug) Haulund)

Julia Guzy — recuperating at home

Mary Kar niotis— recovering from Chemotherapy (Grandmother of Stephanie Kowal)

Dennis Milano — (brother-in-law of Wayne Joseph Golob)

Michael Monak — (nephew of Jean & Basil Glovinsky) recovering from leg reconstructive surgery
Janice Trzeciak — undergoing Chemotherapy (request from Kathy Kane, friend of Fr. David)
Katherine Cobbledick — Aged 13, recovering from surgery for a brain tumor.

Judy Hritsko — recuperating from heart catherization and the implanting of a defibrillator
Marsha Zukak — friend of Susan Guzy

Rodney Clevenger —in recovery from surgery to correct a blocked artery (Roddie Mazurik’ s dad)
Fr. David Hannes — recovering from emergency angioplasty

Peter Hritsko —in treatment for a heart ailment

Nate Miller —recovering from injuries due to a motorcycle accident

Fr. Pavel Soucek — diagnosed with terminal cancer

Robert Feltner — at the Cleveland Clinic with circulatory problems (friend of Way Golob)

Suzie K or neffell — suffering with aterminal lung ailment (friend of Wayne Golob)

Here' s the breakdown for donations we are asked to collect for the Danbury Food Pantry for 2008. We need your
donations before the third Saturday of each month as that is the day when distribution takes place. Please refer to the
following chart for the monthly donations:

DANBURY FOOD PANTRY PROGRAM Items to be donated for each month
January February March April May June July August September | October | November
Tomato, Spaghetti
Tuna Apple Peanut Canned | Vegetable, | Cereal | Macaroni & Dish Noodles Laundry Spaghetti
Sauce Butter & Fruit Chicken Cheese Detergent 1# or 2# Detergent Sauce
Jelly Soup boxes
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Special Collection for September

Today we will take up our customary second collection for the Eastern Orthodox Foundation located in Indiana,

Pennsylvania. Thisisthe only Orthodox facility in the entire United States that provides housing for individuals and
familiesin financial crisis or needing “assisted living” help due to advanced age, or supervised care as aresult of mental
health issues. Thereisaso retirement housing available (which are rented at market rates). Please help Fr. Hnatko and
his staff in their valuable work.
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The Lukan Jump fromthe Desk Manual of the Moscow Patriarchate
(N.D. Uspensky, a professor of the Leningrad Religious Academy thus explains

the origins and practice of the September (“ Lukan”) jump in the Gospel readings):
“Thefirst Christian Feasts were established as the Church’ s witness to the world of the divine dignity of the Lord Jesus
Chrigt and of the historicity of Hisincarnation. None of the Evangelists more deeply revealed the Divine personhood of
Jesus Christ than did the Apostle John the Theologian, and nothing confirms more powerfully the Lord’ s divine nature
than the fact of Hisresurrection, Therefore the Church prescribed that from the Feast of Pascha throughout the period of
the Fifty Days the Gospel of John would be read.

Of the Feasts celebrated on the immovable dates of the year, the most ancient is the Feast of Christ’s Nativity.
The establishment of the practice of celebrating that Feast on December 25™ was quickly followed by the appearance on
March 25th of the Feast of the Annunciation of the All-Holy Theotokos, as the day of the conception by Her of Jesus
Chrigt.

However, the event of the Annunciation transpired in the sixth month after the conception of John the Baptit,
according to the appearance of the angel to Saint Zechariah (Luke 1:26). On this basis two Feasts were established:
Conception of John the Precursor--23 September and his Nativity--24th of June.

These holy events which preceded the Incarnation of the Son of God are attested to by Saint Luke only. For this
reason the Church prescribed that on the Monday after the Sunday after the Elevation, without any regard to which Sun-
day Gospel had been read before that, the Gospel of the 18th week (Luke, “begin” 10) isto be read, and from thence the
readings from the Gospel of Luke are to continue in sequence.

Thisis called the September (Elevation) Jump in the Gospel reading.

If the readings from the Gospel of Matthew run out long before the Sunday after the Elevation, even then the
Gospel of Luke ought not be begun earlier than the above-mentioned term. Rather, one must turn back to the selections of
Matthew already read and use them, as many as are needed, while beginning to read the Gospel of Luke after the Sunday
after Elevation.

It must be remarked that the September gap and jump do not affect the apostolic readings, because, from the
aspect of their content, the Epistles have no connection to the history of the establishment of the Feasts cited above.
Therefore for all the Apostolic writings, beginning with the book of the Acts of the Holy Apostlesthere exists only a
single sequential listing of selections while each separate Gospel has its own independent one.”

The Gospdl:

Authorship —

“The tradition that both this Gospel and the book of the Acts of the Apostles were written by the same personis
almost certainly correct. The two books have asimilar literary style, and certain themes can be traced through both. Both
books begin with prologues and dedications to one Theophilus, and the prologue in Acts has a brief but fitting description
of what isthere called ‘the first book,” surely areference to the Gospel of Luke.

Although most modern scholars agree with the tradition that one author wrote both Luke and Acts, many do not
agree with the traditional identification of this author as a companion of Paul. They point out that the author shows no
acquaintances with Paul’ s literary activities or his magjor theological views as these may be discerned in the apostle’s
genuine writings. Despite the high status granted to Paul in Acts, heis not counted among the apostles, whose names are
givenin Acts 1:13, nor does he meet the requirements for apostleship as given in Acts 1:21-22. Thetitle of apostleisthus
withheld from Paul except in Acts 14:14 and by implication 14:4. In his own letter to the Galatians, however, Paul insists
that heisan apostle. Thus, many scholars believe that a companion of Paul would have known him better and would have
described himin closer conformity with the image that emerges from reading his genuine Letters. It should be noted,
however, that not all scholars agree with these judgments and that many accept the traditional identification of the author
of Luke-Acts as a companion of Paul. These scholars explain the divergences with the Letters by assuming that Luke was
not with Paul at every minute and was writing at a time when the issues that engaged Paul’ s attention were no longer of
such great importance. Thus, the question of the authorship of Luke-Acts has not been finally settled.

Date —

The date at which Luke and Acts were writtenisusually set at ca. AD 80-85. In the prologue to the Gospdl (1:1-
4), the author implies that he was not an eyewitness to the things described and that he has consulted other documents.
Similarities among the Gospels of Luke, Matthew and Mark (the synoptic Gospels) suggest that there are certain literary
relationships among these Gospels and that Luke likely consulted one or both of the others. The Synoptic Problem isthe
problem of sorting out these relationships.

Therelative date that one sets for the writing of Luke depends largely on the hypothes s one uses to solve the
Synoptic Prablem and the dates one assigns to the composition of Matthew and Mark. In one place, however, Luke
appearsto be in possession of some knowledge about the fall of Jerusalem to the Romans, an event that occurred in the
year A.D. 70. Luke 21, which has paralelsin Matthew 24 and Mark 13, contains some specific and detailed information
about the Roman conguest and thus appears to have been written from a post-70 perspective. It is possible, however, that
the same can be said for one or both of the other synoptic Gospels.

How long after the year 70 did Luke write? The earliest referencesto Luke and Acts come from ca. 140. But it
may be possible to narrow the range between 70 and 140 if we assume that the differences between the picture of Paul in
Acts and that in Paul’ s Letters may be partially explained by the fact that the Letters were not collected, copied, and
distributed before ca. 90. If Luke wrote before this time, he probably would not have known about the Letters. Thus, the
outside chronological range for the writing of Luke-Acts would be ca. 70-90, and the dates 80-85 would probably be close
to correct.”

From: “ Luke, the Gospel According to,” Bible Dictionary, Paul J. Achtemeier, ed. The Easton Press, Norwalk, CT (2005)

Next Week: “Theme, Style, and Distinctiveness of Luke’'s Gospel”



