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24 August — Tenth Sunday after Pentecost; the Hieromartyr, Eutychius; Tone 1
9:15AM............. The Third Hour
9:30AM.............. Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom

30 August — St. Alexander

No Services Today
31 August — Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost; Tone 2
No Services Today
6 September — The Miracle of Colossae of Archangel Michael
4:00PM.............. Great Vespers
4:45PM.............. The Mystery of Holy Confession

7 September — Twafth Sunday after Pentecost; For efeast of the Nativity of the Theotokos; Tone 3
9 15AM.............. Third Hour

9:30AM.............. Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom
8 September —NATIVITY OF THE MOST HOLY THEOTOKOSAND EVER-VIRGIN, MARY
9:30AM............... DivineLiturgy of St. John Chrysostom
1" #8 % %& ( ) &% *+

“Asin earlier miracle stories (chapters 8-9) Matthew abbreviates Mark, here by more than half. A colorful
miracle turned into alesson on faith and little faith. As Jesus and the three disciples are descending from the mount, the
father of an epil eptic boy approaches Jesus. Matthew omits the confusing details of the excited crowd and of the debate
between the Scribes and the disciples. The father kneels and begs for mercy in what sounds like aliturgical formula.
That the father isabeliever is seen from his gesture and his address of ‘Lord’ — not teacher, asin Mark. Matthew omits
the lurid details of the illness and the verbal wrestling between the father and Jesus over faith. Matthew aone has the
father say of the boy that heisa‘lunatic,” i.e. affected by the moon (sel nizetai — Matthew isthe only writer in the New
testament to use thisverb - sel nizomai; in fact, heis apparently thefirst to have used it in the whole of the Greek
language.) Matthew reflects here the belief of ancient physicians that the phases of the moon affected the periodic
seizures of the epileptic. The only effects of the sickness which Matthew mentions is that the boys often fallsinto fire and
water. The father ends his plea by pointing out the inability of Jesus' disciplesto cure the boy; this motif will be taken up
again in verses 19-20. Thefather’s remark draws from Jesus alament that goes far beyond the present situation and
accuses the whol e faithless generation of Israel, which has refused to believe in Jesus' message and miracles. Matthew
probably does not intend the rebuke of ‘faithless’ to apply to the disciples, since their problem israther ‘little faith.” The
two rhetorical questionsindicate that Jesus public ministry —and His offer of grace to Israel —are quickly drawing to a
close. Omitting the struggle, resistance, and delay in Mark, Matthew narrates the miracle in short order; only at this point
is the demonic nature of theillness mentioned. Jesus commands the boy to be brought to Him, rebukes (the demon
within) the boy, and the demon departs. The miracle proper ends with reference to the cure ‘ from that hour’ RSV:
‘instantly.’

In private the disciples take up the question of their inability to heal the boy. Jesusreplies with the favorite
Matthean theme of little faith. Matthew explains the point by adding (that) the little faith of the disciplesis afaith which
understands and assents, but which does not trust God totally. A faith which trusts God can be, in the world' s estimation,
as small and unimpressive as a mustard seed. Y et such trust can do the impossible, as the hyperbolic image of moving
mountains stresses. Thisisthe last timein the gospel that Matthew will explicitly mention ‘little faith.” Yet it will govern
his ‘yes-but’ picture of discipleship up to the final episode of his gospel.”

New Testament Message: Matthew, by John P. Meier, Michael Glazier, Inc., Wilmington, DE (1980)




“For the Service of Thy House, O Lord...”
Reader Schedule: Cleaning Crew:

For theweek of August ~ 24: Michael Mazurik Julia and Susan Guzy
For the week of September 7: Natalie Twarek Jean and Tim Glovinsky
For the week of September 14: Timothy Glovinsky Laura Kovach
For the week of September 21: Wayne Joseph Golob Natalie Twarek
For the week of September 28: David Mazurik Roddie Mazurik
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Subdeacon Leon & Karen Felon (4)
Harry & Ruth Flewelling (1) In loving memory of mother, Sophia M onak. “Memory Eternal! Welove you
and miss you!”
Janice Timko (1) In blessed and loving memory of my precious parents, Sophia & Peter Monak, August 21% - the 4"
anniversary the Lord took my precious mother home. “Love you and miss you so much. Vechnaya Pamyat!”

Here' s the breakdown for donations we are asked to collect for the Danbury Food Pantry for 2008. We need your
donations before the third Saturday of each month as that is the day when distribution takes place. Please refer to the
following chart for the monthly donations:

DANBURY FOOD PANTRY PROGRAM Items to be donated for each month
January February March April May June July August September | October | November
Tomato, Spaghetti
Tuna Apple Peanut Canned | Vegetable, | Cereal | Macaroni & Dish Noodles Laundry Spaghetti
Sauce Butter & Fruit Chicken Cheese Detergent 1# or 2# Detergent Sauce
Jelly Soup boxes
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Sophia Jump — Erie County Home (Alzheimer’s Unit).

Alison — continuing physical rehabilitation from corrective leg surgery

Debra Wadkins — continuing to mend; no sign of cancer at the present time

Diane Tryon — continuing kidney treatment

Miss Taylor Wilhite — 4™ grade student at Danbury with leukemia (at home recovering from bone marrow transplant)
Rosemarie Todd — infant with neuroblastoma

James Jump —in treatment for cancer.

George Collier —undergoing treatment for leukemia (friend of Tom (Doug) Haulund)

Julia Guzy — recuperating at home

Mary Kar niotis— recovering from Chemotherapy (Grandmother of Stephanie Kowal)

Dennis Milano — (brother-in-law of Wayne Joseph Golob)

Michael Monak — (nephew of Jean & Basil Glovinsky) recovering from leg reconstructive surgery
Janice Trzeciak — undergoing Chemotherapy (request from Kathy Kane, friend of Fr. David)
Katherine Cobbledick — Aged 13, recovering from surgery for a brain tumor.

Judy Hritsko — recuperating from heart catherization and the implanting of a defibrillator
Marsha Zukak — friend of Susan Guzy

Rodney Clevenger —in recovery from surgery to correct a blocked artery (Roddie Mazurik’ s dad)
Basil Glovinsky — recovering from successful knee replacement surgery

Fr. David Hannes — recovering from emergency angioplasty

Peter Hritsko —in treatment for a heart ailment

Nate Miller —recovering from injuries due to a motorcycle accident
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The figure of Mary with child in the apse of the church speaks a powerfully important message to us:. “Look,”
she says, “He who isthe Lord of the Universe has become small and vulnerable for you. He comes to you
utterly approachable as a Child. He desires that you take him into your arms and into your heart and find in Him
your salvation from sin and death. Look! He Who isrich, for your sake became poor so that by His poverty, you
may become eternaly rich” (2 Cor. 8:9).

Take this Jesus from the arms of Mary. She offers him to you. Take him into your arms as Simeon did.
Embrace Him. Love Him. Obey Him. Follow Him. In Him you will find peace. In Him your eyes will indeed
see and experience the salvation of God.

No one has expressed the message of the Theotokos in the apse — that Christ be formed in us — better than St.
Paul. His whole message centers on the indwelling Christ. One hundred and sixty-four timesin hisletters he
uses the expression “In Christ.” No one else used this expression. Paul invented it to indicate a totally new and
completely unique experience of one who lives, yet does not live, but Christ livesin him.

To the Galatians he writes, “My little children, with whom | am again in travail until Christ be formed in
you” (Gal. 4:19). St. Paul was literally pregnant with Christ as was the Theotokos.

29 August - The Beheading of the Great Forerunner & Baptist, John

The Beheading of the Prophet, Forerunner of the Lord, John the Baptist: The Evangelists Matthew (Mt.14:1-12)
and Mark (Mark 6:14-29) provide accounts about the martyric end of John the Baptist in the year 32 after the
Birth of Christ.

Following the Baptism of the Lord, St John the Baptist was locked up in prison by Herod Antipas, the
Tetrarch (ruler of one fourth of the Holy Land) and governor of Galilee. (After the death of king Herod the
Great, the Romans divided the territory of Palestine into four parts, and put a governor in charge of each part.
Herod Antipas received Galilee from the emperor Augustus).

The prophet of God John openly denounced Herod for having left his lawful wife, the daughter of the
Arabian king Aretas, and then instead cohabiting with Herodias, the wife of his brother Philip (Luke 3:19-20).
On his birthday, Herod made afeast for dignitaries, the elders and a thousand chief citizens. Salome, the
daughter of Herod, danced before the guests and charmed Herod. In gratitude to the girl, he swore to give her
whatever she would ask, up to half his kingdom.

Thevile girl on the advice of her wicked mother Herodias asked that she be given the head of John the
Baptist on a platter. Herod became apprehensive, for he feared the wrath of God for the murder of a prophet,
whom earlier he had heeded. He a so feared the people, who loved the holy Forerunner. But because of the
guests and his careless oath, he gave orders to cut off the head of St John and to giveit to Salome.

According to Tradition, the mouth of the dead preacher of repentance once more opened and
proclaimed: "Herod, you should not have the wife of your brother Philip." Salome took the platter with the head
of St John and gave it to her mother. The frenzied Herodias repeatedly stabbed the tongue of the prophet with a
needle and buried his holy head in an unclean place. But the pious Joanna, wife of Herod® steward Chuza,
buried the head of John the Baptist in an earthen vessel on the Mount of Olives, where Herod had a parcel of
land. (The Uncovering of the Venerable Head is celebrated (February 24). The holy body of John the Baptist
was taken that night by his disciples and buried at Sebastia, there where the wicked deed had been done.

After the murder of St John the Baptist, Herod continued to govern for a certain time. Pontius Pilate,
governor of Judea, later sent Jesus Christ to him, Whom he mocked (Luke 23:7-12).

The judgment of God came upon Herod, Herodias and Salome, even during their earthly life. Salome,
crossing the River Sikorisin winter, fell through the ice. The ice gave way in such away that her body wasin
the water, but her head was trapped above the ice. It was similar to how she once had danced with her feet upon
the ground, but now she flailed helplessly in the icy water. Thus she was trapped until that time when the sharp
ice cut through her neck.

Her corpse was not found, but they brought the head to Herod and Herodias, as once they had brought
them the head of St John the Baptist. The Arab king Aretas, in revenge for the disrespect shown his daughter,
made war against Herod. The defeated Herod suffered the wrath of the Roman emperor Caius Caligula (37-41)
and was exiled with Herodias first to Gaul, and then to Spain.

The Beheading of St John the Baptist, a Feast day established by the Church, is also a strict fast day
because of the grief of Christians at the violent death of the saint. In some Orthodox cultures pious people will
not eat food from aflat plate, use aknife, or eat food that is round in shape on this day.



1 September — The Indiction: the Beginning of the New Liturgical Year

Thefirst day of the Church New Y ear is aso called the beginning of the Indiction. The term Indiction comes from a Latin
word meaning, "to impose." It was originally applied to the imposition of taxesin Egypt. The first worldwide Indiction
was in 312 when the Emperor Constantine (May 21) saw a miraculous vision of the Crossin the sky. Before the
introduction of the Julian calendar, Rome began the New Y ear on September 1.

According to Holy Tradition, Christ entered the synagogue on September 1 to announce His mission to mankind
(Luke 4:16-22). Quoting Isaiah 61:1-2), the Savior proclaimed, "The spirit of the Lord is upon me; because He has
anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; He has sent me to proclaim release to captives, and recovering of sight to the
blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed, to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord..." Thissceneisdepictedin a
V atican manuscript (Vatican, Biblioteca. Cod. Gr. 1613, p.1).

Tradition says that the Hebrews entered the Promised Land in September.

The Crown of the Year: Thou crownest the year with thy bounty; and thy paths drop fatness.--Psalm 65:11

We often hear in our Orthodox liturgical prayer areference to the “crown of theyear.” Thisreferenceis actually taken
from Psalm 65.

“Every year ancient Isragl had two "new years." The religious new year was in the month of Nisan (March-April
by modern reckoning). The civil new year was in the month Tishri (September-October). Both new years were marked by
agricultural harvests--barley in the springtime and fruit in the fall. Both months were celebrated with harvest festivals. In
the spring it was the feast of the Passover which, while primarily commemorating the deliverance from Egypt, also
included the waving of thefirst of the barley sheaves. In thefall it was the Feast of Tabernacles, afeast of thanksgiving
for both the nation® preservation during the exodus wanderings and for the harvesting of the bountiful fruit crop. The fall
festival was aso associated closely with the annual Day of Atonement and its sacrifices for sin and the cleansing of the
tabernacle (and later the temple) for another year of sacrificing.

Internal evidence suggests that Psalm 65 was written in connection with the fall festivals of harvest thanksgiving,
although the psalm includes allusions to the fullness of grain as well asthe ripening of grapes.”

So the Roman tradition of beginning the New Y ear on September 1 shares a common experience with God's Old
Testament people who also saw fall harvest time as a festive occasion.

“1’m taking some vacation time...”

Thisyear | am entitled to three weeks of paid vacation. | will be taking one week (which includes the weekend) during
the last week of August and through Labor Day weekend, returning 2 September. Asaresult there will be no services
here at Holy Assumption during the Labor Day weekend.

| encourage all of you to use that opportunity to visit one of our other local Orthodox churches either in Toledo or
Lorain for Divine Liturgy on Sunday the 31%.

I will be spending time at my mom’s and doing some local traveling. If any of you do need mein an emergency,
please call my mom at 419-696-0025, she will be able to get in contact with meif I'm not home with her. Thanks,
Father David

August 11, 2008

Holy Assumption Orthodox Church
114 EMain St
Marblehead OH 43440-2224

Catawba West Harbor Y acht Club would again like to extend a special invitation to the members and guests of the area churches to
attend the club’ s pig roast this Labor Day Sunday, August 31st, from 5 pm to 7pm.

For a breakfast last year every church member from Holy Assumption Orthodox Church who brought a church bulletin in
which the breakfast was mentioned received a discount plus an equal donation to the church.

For the pig roast this year each Holy Assumption Orthodox Church member or guest with a bulletin that mentions the pig
roast receives $2.50 off the adult price so the individual priceisjust $17.50 from which the yacht club will donate another $2.50 to the
church.

WEe're able to extend this special invitation only to adults and ticket sales at the door.

Pig Roast Particulars:

Location - Catawba West Harbor Y C, 3058 North Carolina Ave adjacent to Gem Beach.

Date — 8/31

Time-5pmto 7 pm

Menu - pork and pulled pork with CWHY C North Carolina sauce, corn on the cob, baked beans, slaw, rolls and butter, watermelon
and deserts

Activities— scavenger hunt while pig is roasting, raffles and prices plus 50/50 raffle Tickets — $17.50 for adults with $2.50 donated
to the church then children ages 6—10 $10, children under 6 are free.

If you have any question, during normal business hours please contact me at my office at 740-522-2150.

The members of CWHY C look forward to having everyone join them for this fun
event.



