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21 September — The L eavetaking of the Elevation of the Life-giving Cross; Tone 5
9:15AM ... Third Hour
9:30AM .............. DivineLiturgy of St. John Chrysostom followed by the Parastas for the Blessed
Repose of Susan Kotch and her parents Peter & Stella Kotch (Tkach) and all the deceased members of
of the Kotch (Tkach) and Polosky families at the request of Wayne Joseph Golob.

27 September — K allistratos the M artyr and his 49 Companions

28 September — Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost; Chariton the Confessor; Tone 6
9:15AM.............. Third Hour
9:30AM............... DivineLiturgy of St. John Chrysostom followed by the Parastas for the Blessed Repose
of Peter Rindfleisch at the request of his sister Tina Rindfleisch. (2™ Anniversary: 9/19)
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“The marriage feast was a well-known Jewish image of the joy of the last days; the New Testament, taking up the
practice of Jesus, often uses table-fellowship or amarriage feast as a symbol of God' s fellowship with humanity in
heaven. Matthew has made the meal aroyal one; of king and kingdom. The two groups of servants probably refer to the
prophets of the Old Testament and the Apostles of the New Testament. The unity of the two covenantsis the sad history
of God's gracious call to the banquet and Isragl’ s violent rejection of the messengers conveying the invitation. God’'s
patience with Israel is underscored by the second invitation, which has become all the pressing because ‘everything is
ready.’ In other words, the last days have come; the second invitation brings usinto the Christian dispensation. That is
why in this parable the Son Himself is not sent or killed; He is thought of as already with His Father in glory. Itisthe
second group of servants, the Apostles, who undergo the violent fate of the prophets at the hands of Isragl. At best, some
Israelites ignore the messengers, while the rest (especially the leaders) kill them. In reprisal, the king sends out his army,
kills the murderers, and burnstheir city. Theintrusive nature could not be clearer. Launching awar after the meal has
been prepared but beforeit is eaten strains even the wide range of probability allowed to the parables, and the mention of
the burning of the murderer’s city comes out of nowhere. The only adequate explanation for thisis that Matthew is
referring to the destruction of Jerusalem as a past event.

Sincethose invited (the Jews) proved they were not worthy by their rejection of both the Old Testament prophets
and the New Testament Apostles, a new group is sent out to the world at large to invite ‘whomever you find' (the
Gentiles). The developing line of salvation history could not be clearer: to the Jews are sent first the prophets and then the
Apostles. When the Jews reject both, the gospd is offered to the Gentiles.

The successful but perhapsindiscriminate gathering in of the Gentiles raises a new problem, hinted at in verse 10
— ‘both bad and good’ and expanded upon in the addendum of verses 11-13. The Church, like the world, is amixed bag
of good and evil; Matthew emphasi zes the problem by using the order bad and good. Not everyone who receives an
invitation (call) will remain as a guest (chosen). The great point of division will come at the final judgment, when the
king (God) will make his appearance to look at (judge) the woul d-be guests at the banquet. Oriental courtesy demanded
that any guest at a wedding banquet have the proper wedding garment, i.e. clean and neat clothing. In the parable, the
wedding garment symbolizes alife lived in keeping with God's cdll, alife of justice, of doing God’swill. One boor has
come into the banquet with dirty, rumpled clothing, symbolizing alife that has undergone no basic change, alife that has
not produced fruits worthy of repentance...Those in the Church who have presumed on God' s gracious invitation after the
rejection of the Jews and who have not corresponded to the demands of the invitation by producing fruit share the same
fate as the boor, who silence shows he has no excuse, and is cast out into the outer darkness.

The Church, like Isragl, is subject to judgment; and, if the Church is not vigilant, it can be rejected just as Israel
was.

Salvation history is aweb made up of the interaction between God'’ s gracious invitation and man’s free response.
If man’s response does not take God' sinvitation serioudly, it is aready the wrong response.”

From New Testament Message: Matthew, by John P. Meier, Michael Glazier Inc., Wilmington, DE (1980)




“For the Service of Thy House, O Lord...”

Reader Schedule: Cleaning Crew:
For the week of September 7: Natalie Twarek Jean and Tim Glovinsky
For the week of September 14: Timothy Glovinsky Laura Kovach

For the week of September 21: Wayne Joseph Golob Natalie Twarek

For the week of September 28: David Mazurik Roddie Mazurik
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Marguerite Bird (1)

Basil Glovinsky (1) Birthday blessings to my loving wife, Jean (many, many years!)

Jean Glovinsky (1) In loving memory of twin brother, John, on his birthday.

Tim Glovinsky (1) Birthday blessings and good health for M om.

Jean Glovinsky (1) Birthday memory of Mother.

Twarek Family (2) For the health and well-being of Clair; Birthday blessings to Geor gia.

Twarek Family (Eternal Lamp — Royal Daors) In loving memory of Dad and Grandpa John (anniversary Sept 16)
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Sophia Jump — Erie County Home (Alzheimer’s Unit).

Alison — continuing physical rehabilitation from corrective leg surgery

Debra Wadkins — continuing to mend; no sign of cancer at the present time

Diane Tryon — continui ng kidney treatment

Miss Taylor Wilhite — 4" grade student at Danbury with leukemia (at home recovering from bone marrow transplant)
Rosemarie Todd — infant with neuroblastoma

James Jump —in treatment for cancer.

George Collier —undergoing treatment for leukemia (friend of Tom (Doug) Haulund)

Julia Guzy — recuperating at home

Mary Kar niotis— recovering from Chemotherapy (Grandmother of Stephanie Kowal)

Dennis Milano — (brother-in-law of Wayne Joseph Golob)

Michael Monak — (nephew of Jean & Basil Glovinsky) recovering from leg reconstructive surgery
Janice Trzeciak — undergoing Chemotherapy (request from Kathy Kane, friend of Fr. David)
Katherine Cobbledick — Aged 13, recovering from surgery for a brain tumor.

Judy Hritsko — recuperating from heart catherization and the implanting of a defibrillator
Marsha Zukak — friend of Susan Guzy

Rodney Clevenger —in recovery from surgery to correct a blocked artery (Roddie Mazurik’ s dad)
Fr. David Hannes — recovering from emergency angioplasty

Peter Hritsko —in treatment for a heart ailment

Nate Miller —recovering from injuries due to a motorcycle accident

Fr. Pavel Soucek — diagnosed with terminal cancer

Here' s the breakdown for donations we are asked to collect for the Danbury Food Pantry for 2008. We need your
donations before the third Saturday of each month as that is the day when distribution takes place. Please refer to the
following chart for the monthly donations:

DANBURY FOOD PANTRY PROGRAM Items to be donated for each month
January February March April May June July August September | October | November
Tomato, Spaghetti
Tuna Apple Peanut Canned | Vegetable, | Cereal | Macaroni & Dish Noodles Laundry Spaghetti
Sauce Butter & Fruit Chicken Cheese Detergent 1# or 2# Detergent Sauce
Jelly Soup boxes
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Mailing Address for Fr. Pavel and Matushka Paula:
V. Rev. Pavel Soucek
511 Fallon Street
Old Forge, PA 18518
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Habitat for Humanity of Ottawa County is currently looking for interested people to be a part of the Habitat
Team. Team volunteers are needed to help in the following areas. Family Selection, Family Support, Church
Relations, PR/Fundraising, and Site Selection. If you are interested in being a part of the Habitat Team, please
contact the Habitat Office at 419-734-7074

Special Collection for September

On Sunday 28 September we will take up our customary second collection for the Eastern Orthodox Foundation located
in Indiana, Pennsylvania. Thisisthe only Orthodox facility in the entire United States that provides housing for
individuals and familiesin financial crisis or needing “assisted living” help due to advanced age, or supervised care asa
result of mental health issues. Thereis also retirement housing available (which are rented at market rates). Please help
Fr. Hnatko and his staff in their valuable work.
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