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14 September — The Elevation of the Precious and L ife-giving Cross; Tone 4

9:15AM .............. Third Hour
9:30AM.............. Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom
20 September — Great Martyr Eustathius, hiswife and children
4:.00PM.............. Great Vespers
4:45PM.............. The Mystery of Holy Confession

21 September — The L eavetaking of the Elevation of the Life-giving Cross; Tone 5
9:15AM .............. Third Hour
9:30AM .............. DivineLiturgy of St. John Chrysostom
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“The Elevation of the Holy Crossis one of the Great Feasts of the Orthodox Church, celebrated on September 14. This
feast is also referred to as the Exaltation of the Cross. Thisis aso apopular name day for Stavroula/Stavros (from
"stavros' meaning cross).

This feast commemorates two events:

The finding of the Cross by the Empress Helen (the mother of St. Constantine the Great) on Golgothain 326 AD,
the place where Christ was crucified. When the true Cross was identified, it was lifted on high for all the people to see,
who then continually sang Kyrie eleison, a practice which is still enacted at current celebrations of this feast.

The recovery of the Cross on which Jesus Christ was crucified from the Persians. The Persians had captured it as
aprize of war in Jerusalem, and it was recovered by the forces of the Eastern Roman Empire ("Byzantine Empire"). This
took placein 627 AD, when Emperor Heraclius decisively defeated the Sassanid Persians at The Battle of Nineveh,
surrounding their capital Ctesiphon, recovering the True Cross, and breaking the power of the Sassanid dynasty. Then on
March 21, 630 AD, Emperor Heraclius entered Jerusalem amidst great regjoicing, and together with Patriarch Zacharios
(609-633), transferred the Cross of Christ with great solemnity into the temple of the Resurrection, joyously held up for
veneration by the Christian faithful.

Thisisaholy day of fasting and repentance. On this day the faithful make dedication to the crucified Lord and
pledge their faithfulness to him by making prostrations at the Lords feet on the life creating Cross. For the feast, the Cross
is placed on atray surrounded by flowers or branches of basil, and placed in the center of the Church for veneration.

On the eve of the feast, Vespersis served and contains three Old Testament readings. The first, from Exodus
15:22-16:1 tells of the "tree" which made the bitter waters sweet, the symbol of the Tree of the Cross. The second reading
is from Proverbs 3:11-18, which reminds us that the Lord chastens and corrects those whom he loves and that Divine
Wisdomis"aTree of lifeto those who lay hold upon her and trust in her, asin the Lord.” The third reading is from the
Prophecy of Isaiah 60:11-16; it tells of the "city of the Lord" where both Jews and Gentiles will live together and shall
prostrate themselves at the place of God's feet and "shall know that |, the Lord, am your Savior and your Redeemer, the
mighty One of Jacob."

Sometimes Matinsis served on the morning of the feast. The four directions of the universe are blessed with the
Cross, while the faithful repeat the chant "Lord have mercy." The Matins Gospel reading is from John 12:28-36. In it
Chrigt saysthat when he is elevated on the Cross he will draw all men to himself.

Divine Liturgy is served on the day on the feast. The normal antiphons are replaced by specia versesfrom the
psalms 22, 74, and 99, which have direct reference to Christ's crucifixion on the Cross. A special hymn replaces the
Trisagion hymn, asit is sung, the faithful prostrate. The epistle reading isfrom | Corinthians 1:18-24, and says that "the
message of the crossis foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God." The
gospel reading is taken from John 19:6-11, 13-20, 25-28, and 30-35 together. This long reading is the passion account.”

From OrthodoxWiki.org, the on-line Orthodox Encyclopedia provided by the Greek Orthodox Church in the United Sates




E=== “For the Service of Thy House, O Lord...”

Reader Schedule: Cleaning Crew:
For the week of September 7: Natalie Twarek Jean and Tim Glovinsky
For the week of September 14: Timothy Glovinsky Laura Kovach

For the week of September 21: Wayne Joseph Golob Natalie Twarek

For the week of September 28: David Mazurik Roddie Mazurik
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Marguerite Bird (2)
Martha Brooks (1) Birthday blessings to Nikki (9/25).

Ron Brooks (1) In memory of Red Tobin.

Harry & Ruth Flewelling (1) In beloved loving memory of our dear precious mother, Sophia M onak. “Memory Eternal!

Jean Glovinsky (1) Birthday memory of Mother.

Twarek Family (3) Safe travel for family; In memory of Debbie Zetts; Birthday blessings to Brandon (9/7); Birthday
Blessingsto Chris (9/7); Birthday blessingsto Zach (9/8).
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Sophia Jump — Erie County Home (Alzheimer’s Unit).

Alison — continuing physical rehabilitation from corrective leg surgery

Debra Wadkins — continuing to mend; no sign of cancer at the present time

Diane Tryon — continui ng kidney treatment

Miss Taylor Wilhite — 4" grade student at Danbury with leukemia (at home recovering from bone marrow transplant)
Rosemarie Todd — infant with neuroblastoma

James Jump —in treatment for cancer.

George Collier —undergoing treatment for leukemia (friend of Tom (Doug) Haulund)

Julia Guzy — recuperating at home

Mary Kar niotis— recovering from Chemotherapy (Grandmother of Stephanie Kowal)

Dennis Milano — (brother-in-law of Wayne Joseph Golob)

Michael Monak — (nephew of Jean & Basil Glovinsky) recovering from leg reconstructive surgery
Janice Trzeciak — undergoing Chemotherapy (request from Kathy Kane, friend of Fr. David)
Katherine Cobbledick — Aged 13, recovering from surgery for a brain tumor.

Judy Hritsko — recuperating from heart catherization and the implanting of a defibrillator
Marsha Zukak — friend of Susan Guzy

Rodney Clevenger —in recovery from surgery to correct a blocked artery (Roddie Mazurik’ s dad)
Basil Glovinsky — recovering from successful knee replacement surgery

Fr. David Hannes — recovering from emergency angioplasty

Peter Hritsko —in treatment for a heart ailment

Nate Miller —recovering from injuries due to a motorcycle accident

Fr. Pavel Soucek — diagnosed with terminal cancer
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Today we “celebrate the Feast of the Elevation of the Precious Cross; let us examine the deep meaning of the sign of the
cross which Orthodox Christians make on their bodies as they pray.

Thetwo index fingers and the thumb of the right hand are joined together to show that we believe in God the
Father Who loves us, God the Son Who saves us, and God the Holy Spirit Who livesin us. The three fingers arejoined
together to show that we believe not in three gods but in One. The remaining two fingers stand for the two natures of
Chrig, i.e. that He is both God and man at the same time. These two fingers are brought down into the palm of the hand
to show that Jesus ‘ came down from heaven’ for our salvation.

The act of crossing ourselves reminds us not only of the price Jesus paid to save usfrom sin, but isalso an
expression of the greatest Christian commandment: ‘Y ou shall love the Lord your God with all your mind, heart, soul and
strength.” When touching our head, we are saying in effect, ‘I love You, Lord, with all my mind.” When touching our
shoulders, we are saying, ‘I love You, Lord, with all my strength.” When touching our chest we are saying, ‘I love You,
Lord, with all my heart and soul .’

When we pray, we pray to God with our mind and heart. But when we cross ourselves, we are praying to God
with our body. Thus, the whole person, body, mind and heart, prays to God.

Other words we use when we cross ourselves are: * In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the holy
Spirit.” The Orthodox Christian always prays in the name of the Trinity.”



Here' s the breakdown for donations we are asked to collect for the Danbury Food Pantry for 2008. We need your
donations before the third Saturday of each month as that is the day when distribution takes place. Please refer to the
following chart for the monthly donations:

DANBURY FOOD PANTRY PROGRAM Items to be donated for each month
January February March April May June July August September | October | November
Tomato, Spaghetti
Tuna Apple Peanut Canned | Vegetable, | Cereal | Macaroni & Dish Noodles Laundry Spaghetti
Sauce Butter & Fruit Chicken Cheese Detergent 1# or 2# Detergent Sauce
Jelly Soup boxes
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OCA News!
Posted 09/09

SYOSSET, NY [OCA Communications] -- On September 4, 2008, the Holy Synod of Bishops of the Orthodox Church in
America, upon granting retirement to His Beatitude, Metropolitan Herman, declared the Metropolitan See of the Orthodox
Churchin Americavacant. On Thursday, September 11, 2008, the Holy Synod will meet viateleconference to discuss the
election of anew Metropolitan. In determining a date for the election, the hierarchs will take into consideration canonical
and statutory regquirements as well as pastoral and logistical considerations.

Posted 09/11

SYOSSET, NY [OCA Communications] -- On Thursday, September 11, 2008, the OCA Holy Synod of Bishops issued
the following statement.

“The Holy Synod of Bishops of The Orthodox Church in America, meeting by teleconference on Thursday, September
11, 2008, resolved that there be an election for Metropolitan of All Americaand Canada at the upcoming 15th All-
American Council, in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. This election will take place on the first day of the Council.”

Further details regarding the election will be forthcoming.

Posted 09/11

SYOSSET, NY [OCA Communications] -- The Holy Synod of Bishops of the Orthodox Church in America, meeting by
teleconference on Thursday, September 11, 2008, issued the following statement.

“The Holy Synod of Bishops of the Orthodox Church in Americaresolved to authorize His Grace, Bishop Tikhon of
Philadel phia and Eastern Pennsylvaniato supervise al daily operations of the Stavropegial Institutions of St. Tikhon's
Seminary, and St. Tikhon's Monastery, including its Bookstore, and to supervise the external audit for 2008 of St.
Tikhon’s Monastery and Bookstore.”
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Habitat for Humanity of Ottawa County is currently looking for interested people to be a part of the Habitat
Team. Team volunteers are needed to help in the following areas: Family Selection, Family Support, Church
Relations, PR/Fundraising, and Site Selection. If you are interested in being a part of the Habitat Team, please
contact the Habitat Office at 419-734-7074

Special Collection for September

On Sunday 28 September we will take up our customary second collection for the Eastern Orthodox Foundation located
in Indiana, Pennsylvania. Thisisthe only Orthodox facility in the entire United States that provides housing for
individuals and familiesin financial crisis or needing “assisted living” help due to advanced age, or supervised care asa
result of mental health issues. Thereis also retirement housing available (which are rented at market rates). Please help
Fr. Hnatko and his staff in their valuable work.



Rocky Ridge Volunteer Fire Department
is sponsoring a Chicken BBQ Dinner on TODAY from 11:30 a.m. -? The BBQ will be held at
St. John Lutheran Church of Rocky Ridge. Eat in or carry out. 1/2 Chicken Dinner - $8.00. Matching Funds

from Thrivent Ottawa County Chapter 30011. St. John'sislocated at 450 Rocky Ridge Road, Rocky Ridge,
Ohio.




Parish Wish List for 2008/9

With the beginning of anew Liturgical Y ear, the Parish Council and | at our last council meeting discussed a variety of
projects that we felt would be fitting to include on a“wish list” to present to all of the members of the parish. These
projects are not new, but they are important to the continuing preservation of the parish’s buildings and grounds.

Last week in my homily | spoke at length about fiduciary responsibility, both on the part of our bishops but also
asit appliesto us. Asthe current living membership of Holy Assumption, we hold the churches assets, both fixed and
liquid “intrust.” That trust is given to us by our children and the future members of this parish after we are gone. That
trust requires of usthat in the here and now we have the obligation to see to the maintenance of and the providing of those
things required for the full functioning of thisfaith community. That is, buildings that are both fitting for Divine Worship
and safe for habitation; grounds that are maintained in such away asto preserve and enhance their value over time; and
thefitting out of the various buildings with all that is needed to make afull liturgical life possible.

Theitemson thislist provide us with the opportunity to address our fiduciary obligations to Holy Assumption.
Please take this to heart and be generous. | ask this of you as aware of the economic times as every one of you, but do so
also acutely aware that all of us are under the Divine command to give to God the “first fruits’ of our labors, that to Him
belongs the tenth of our income.
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( 54 ' feefor one of the wall murals.
The icons remaining: the Nativity of the Theotokos; The Annunciation; The Protection of the Theotokos (in the
vestibule) and the Agony in the Garden (over the Prothesis Table).

As | have mentioned in the last PARISH WEEKLY', we have commissioned the nuns of Holy Dormition Monastery in
River Junction to hand make a Plashchanitsa of the Dormition of the Theotokos for our parish. We have received a
$1,000.00 donation from the Estate of Anna Mazurik for this project, and hope to have it for our Parish Feast Day
celebration of the Dormition next August.

# $ % &Il 1
McShane Bell Foundry has inspected and presented to us a comprehensive maintenance and repair quote to do the first
formal cleaning and maintenance of our temple bellsin 100 years! We have aready received a $1,000.00 donation
toward this project.
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Our Altar Servitors play acritical role in the smooth unfolding of the Church’srituals. During the course of the Liturgical
Y ear, the color of the vestments announces to us the season in which we worship, be it PASCHA (white) or PENTECOST
(green). We haveto date, had new gold and violet robes made. The Red arein fine shape, while our current White need
to be replaced, and we have no green or blue.
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This project becomes more vital each summer season as erosion continuesto take itstoll. Of the two quotes we have
received, Molnar Construction has offered a truck load of mixed topsoil and clean fill for $100.00. Thistruck load is one
cubit foot of dirt —5ft. X 5ft. X 1ft. deep. We would like to begin this ongoing project as soon as possible to begin
covering the root systems around our trees to make grass cutting possible without damaging our lawn care equipment.
We have received one $100.00 donation toward this project thus far.
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With each storm that passes through, dead branches, some of considerable sizefal into the yard. A casual ook up at our
trees will show anumber of dead limbs that need to be trimmed out for the health of the trees and the safety of any of us
who might be standing under one of them. | will be getting quotes for this project in the very near future.

Thislist does not include the major projects that confront usin the next five years — new roofs for the temple and
the rectory; new gutters for both buildings; repainting or replacing with maintenance free materials of the decorative trim
around the temple eves; the raising of the east wall of the garage on the rectory — the brick work is pulling away and
continuing to lean toward the east; raising of the northeast corner of the Halupki Barn and the leveling of this floor (or the
possible replacement of this building with alarger structure. As you can see from their brief description —these larger
projects will require significant Capital Improvements fund raising efforts.

Some of you may be thinking, why not use the money we have in savings? We could. We have over $180,000.00
in our investment portfolio and we could use these moniesto get all of the work done at once. But then, our ability to
meet a catastrophic emergency or to again insure that this parish has a future should our individual abilities to meet our
stewardship responsibilities be diminished would be severely compromised. |, for one, do not want to take that risk.

Please take to heart and pray about this“wish list,” and be generous and forthcoming in donating to accomplish it.



